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■OF THE — 



CHRISTIAN ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 



The Call. 

At the Chriatiun Anti-alavery C'ouvt?ntioii held 
ilCim iiinati, April 17th 1850, the undersigned 
«ere appointed ii Committee to hold under consid- 
ifatloii the general auhject of Chriatian action 
ijiiiiwl ^Iilvery, iiad other palpable wrongs toler- 
iied ill aad by the Church, and were empowered 
ocall iinother Convention at such time and place 
IS shall be deemed proper. Since the time of our 
neeting in Cincinnati, we have watched with 
;reat iiiti;rest tile influence which th« proceed- 
1^ of that assembly have been exerting upon 
ke public mind, and we feel great pleasure in be- 
»gableto^atate,a3 the opinion of the Committee, 
iatthe hopes of the friends of that Convention 
we been more than realized, in the salutary and 
fuie spread impressions which have been made. 
Will that meeting and various other movements 
ihich have followed as its consequences, truth 
33gone forth to reach and arouse thousands of 
"C^s, and the result is, a preparation, far and 
"de, for a more extensive union of the friends 
•our cause, and for more important action, 
ihe new combination of parties, in which in- 
"■e^ts the most diverse are allied against Free- 
"■''>; the melancholy subserviency of a large 
Wioii of the Church to secular dictation; the at- 
in Church and State to strike d own the 
principle of Protestantism — the right of pri- 
''^ judgement; the attempts which the Slave 
"^ver is making to seize upon our territories, and 
to subvert the constitution of California, ef- 
which, if successful, will exclude freedom 
a free gospel from all these vast regions of 
"'coniinon country; these things constrain us 
" oelieve that the time has come for renewed 
i« more strenuous effort. 

;*e be ieve that a reform in the sentiments and 
"'icy of the Church is indispensible to the pre- 
ifvation even of the liberties of the country ; and 
^} Protestantism itself is endangered by its 
lance with Slavery , and its teachings in defence 
"^position; teachings which allow the sanc- 
unsof the religion of Jesus to manifest and ac- 
"J^vledged wrong. 

fftelingthat in and through Christ alone, ar,\y 
tor Church reform can be successful, and 
f ng and praying that the guidance of the llo'y 
raay be granted unto all who may engage 
''^e work, we invite our fellow-Christians of 
"denominations to meet at Chicago, on the 3d 



day of July next, for the purpose of carrying for - 
ward what has been so auspiciously begun, by 
deliberating upon the most suitable methods for 
uniting and rendering eflective the strength of all 
evangelical Christians, who desire to divorce the 
Church from Slavery, and who are willing to ex- 
clude from Christian fellowship all palpable sinv 
and trust the consequences to God. 

C. B. BoYPfTOjN, E. H. Neviw, 
E. Goodman, J. G. Fek, 

A. Bentow, Geo. WnippiiE, 

Wm. H. Brisbane, Lewis Tappan, 
Samuel Lewis, J. Bjlancharp, 
Wm. Goodell. 
Cincinnati, Feb. 14, 1851. 



Pursuant to the above Call, a Conven- 
tion assembled at Chicagoi in the Vestry of 
the First Presbyterian Church, at, 9 o'clock 
A. M. and after an hour spent in devotion- 
al exercises, formed a preliminary organi- 
zation, by electing President Blanchard of 
Knox College, Chairman, and Rev. E. N. 
Bartlett, of Michigan, Secretary. 

The following resolution was then adopt- 
ed : 

Resolved y That this is designed to be a Chris- 
tian Convention, in spirit and action, and should 
be conducted as a religious convocation, attend- 
ing to the business of the Redeemer's Kingdom. 

Rev. Messers. Rankin, Nevin, Cross and 
Goodman, and Judge Stevens, were ap-: 
pointed a Committee to nominate the per- 
manent officers of the Convention. 

Rev. Messrs. Bartlett, Cal)le, and Z. 
Eastman, Esq., were appointed a Commitr 
tee of enrolment, who were instructed to 
append to the name of each member his 
Post-Office address and also his religioua 
connexion; and that those who may have 
withdrawn from churches, or who refrain 
from membership in them on account of 
their connexion with slavery, or other rea- 
sons, still retaining their evangelical views, 
should indicate the fact in the enrolment of 
their names. 

The following persons enrolled their 
[I names as members of the Convention ; 
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KENTUCKY. 

Rev. JOHN G. FEE, Ind. 
Cabia Creek P. O., Lewis Co. 

MAINE. 

Rev. DAVID THURSTON, Wlmhrep, Con. 

MASSACIfUSBTm 

Rev. N COLVSR, Roston, Baptist. 
W. H. BREWSTER, Lowell, Wealcyan M. 

VERMONT. 

Rev. OH AS. BOS WELL, West Farlee, Con. 

COJTNECTiCUT. 
HORACE PITKIN, Manchester, Con. 

NEW YORKc 
Rev. WILLIAM GOODELI., Honeoye, Ind. 
GEO. WHIPPLE, New York, Con. 
f^ecV Am. Mi88. AsiociaticB. 
•« S. B. JOCELY>i, New Y«.rk, Con, 
»• H; peck, Rochester, Con. 

Pastor ofgtatti St. CoA. Chureh. 
" ASA C, HAND, West Chasty, Wesleyan M. 

Pr£8. of ChimpUin Wesleyan Co&fereioice. 
" HENRY HAWKINS, N.rih Hebron, Wes. 

PENN.S¥I«VANIA. 

JOHN McKINNEY, Great Bend, N 8. Pres. 

JOSEPH GORDON, Mercer, Free Pres 

Editor of Free Fresby tariaw. 
Rev. HEMAN GEER, (P. O. not known,) Con. 

OHIO. 

Rev. JOHN KEEP, Oberlin,Lorain Co. 
GEO. CLARK, d« 
" CHA8.G. FINNEY, do 
" H. COWLES, do 
JAME8 A. MARTLING, do 
Rev. A. MAHAN, Cleveland, 
DAVID F. NEWTON, do 



Con. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Rev. R If. NEVIN, ' Jo PfceFrlS." 

JOHN T.AVERY, do Con. 
< JOHN nANKIN, Ripley, Free Pres. 

D. M. MOORE. do do 
WM. JOHNSON, 

Sharon Centre, Medina Co. Ind. Coa. 
R. L. ADAIR, Whittlesey, Uo Con 
TIMOTHY BtlRR, LodI, do Wes 

Rev. ROBEUT COCHRAN, 

Morgan, A-htabula Co. Con. 
«. D. TOWNSENI), do dd Con 
Rev. F. E. LORD. Wayne, do do* 
' ROBERT HUNTER, 

Charleston, Ponage Co. do 
" J. B. WALKER, ManoHeld, do 
" M. E. STRlEBY,Mt. Vjruon, do 
«S. II. CIlAi'E, Feiicity, Wes. 
JOSEPH PARISH, do ,Jo 
F.A.EDWARDS. do Free Pres. 

Rev GEO. SUHLOSSER, Akron. f;on. 

h; b. spellman, do do 

I?. Sa«:kei', do do 

Rev. WILLARD BI!RR,R>iven«. do 

*' W B. ORVIS Willi.imsfifcid do 

*' L. SMITtf. Middlehurv, do i 

JlAMEft GARTER, TalmmlKe, ,]o I 

JAMES COWLES. Mi an. EriK «;o. do 

Rev. C. B. BOV.\T(>N. Oiiiciiiria i, do 

" WM. H BRISBANE, .In liap. 

LEVI COFFI^J do Friend 

J. HURGOVNR, do Con 

GEO.S STEARNS, do do 

A. C. SEMPI.E, Jo do 
Rev. J. r.MU.E. do ;C;)n .V I' • P. 

" E.GOODMAN, do do 
Sec y W. H. ^. F. Mis.s. .\gsociation. 

MICHIGAN. 

Rev. S. A. Baker, Leoni, Jackson Co. Wes 
Ajsrent of Michigiiii VVesleyan University. 

" A. W. Curtis, Aim Arbor, do 

" W. C. Dtmnisoa, KaI«mn7,oo, Con. 

Carlo Reed, Olivet. Eaton Co. do 

S. F. Drury, do do do 

Rev. E. .\. Biirtiett, do do j 



INDIANA. 

Hon. 8. C. Stevens, Madison, 

Formerly N. S. Pres.— withdrew on accoani o( 
connection with slavery. 
Rev. B, S. Clay, Goshen, Elkhart Co. ;)gp. 

IOWA. 

Rev. Wm. A. Dove, MuBkatine,Africdn M. E.Church. 

WISCONSIN. 

Osborn Hand, Elkhorn, Wes, 

D. S. Benton, Geneva, N. 8. Pres. 
Jefae Stetson, Rochester, Racine Co. Bit, 
Rev. Thomas Tenney, Bristol, ^Kenosha P. 0.) Con. 

D. Dye, Thompsonville, Racihe Co. B»n. 
«• E. D Seward, Lake Milli, JefTersen Co. Con. 
Gerard Cntler, do do de 

Rev. G. W. Bassett, Milwaukee, FreePr«8. 
Charles M. Fowler, Bristol, Free (Jen. 

E. S. Cadwell, Union Gro^e, Con. 
Oliver Lynch, Racine, Wee, 

ILLINOIS. 

Edward C. Win>«hip, Princebn, Bareao Co, lDd€o» 

ReV. Owen Lov>joy, do do de j 

J.H.Bryant, do do io \ 

J. H. Olds, do do do I 

J, E. Burr, do do do I 

S. M. Dunbar, do do dii I 

J. R. Phetps, do do de' | 

E. E. Colton, do do de i 
Rev. W, Levisee, do do 
J. R. St«weli, do do 
Co B.Johnson, do do ] 
Rev. R. Lnmry, do do 

" David Todd, Providence, Bureau Co. 

'* D. Gilmer, Granville, Putnam Co. 
James Todd, do do 

Bev, A. McArthur, Hrnnepin, Putnam Co. 

*♦ J. Blaachard, Galesbu/jgh, Knox Co. 

I*re8. ofKhox Colletfe- 
Jaf». Scon Davis. Galesbirreh, 
Rev, L. Foster, Upper Alton, Madison Co. 

" L. Spencer, Feeria, Peoria Co. 

" C. Cook Ottawa, Lasalle Co. 
W. V. Coe, do do 
John Hubbard, Freedom, do 
C. L. Jenks, Vermiilionville, do 
Rev. Wm. Sirawn, New Michigan, 

John Crons, China, Lee Co. 
Rev. J. Hart, McHenry Co. 
H. CarniJtihaeJ, Atherton, McHenry Co. 
Landon Griggs, Bloods Point, Boone Co. 
Rev. Philo Ferri.s, do do 

" L Norton, Byron, Ogle Co. Free- 

" James Hodges, Eiido, Winnebago Co. 

" Francis Lawson, Ro8Coe, oo 

F. Cloihier, Kishwaukee, do" 
Rev. Geo. 8. Pierson, Morris, Grundy Co. 

" J. Loughead, do do * 
R. J. Royce, do do 

Tnonias Loughead, do do 1 
Win. Lyon, Oswego, Kendall Co. 
Ft!v. L. Farnham, Newark, Kendall Co. 
Z. MoEwon, Lisbon do 
Rev. .1. Marfisftn, do do 
" Wm. Beardsiley, Bristol, do 
" G. R Huhh.ird, do do 
Jas. W. <;i]|aiii. do do 

Rev. H S. Colco)), do do 



U. Chapman, Pl.iinlield, WiU Co, 



P. W^oohvorih, do 

L. llerrick, do 

E/ra Goodhue, do 

A, W. Murray, do 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



L. S. Barflctt, Bebee's Giove, 
John Worinsley, 
Abram Snapp, Homer, 
Eli.jHh Johntion, llad'ev. 
W. C. Todd, Wnrrenville, Dupage Co, 
A. E. Cai'penttij-, <1» do 
Rev. S F. Holt, do do 
E P. Mills, do do 

Rev. Win Kimball. do do 

•' M. Smiiii. BHbc.ock'.s Grove, Dii Page Co. 
Wm. Hall, Rijf Woods, do 
Rev. L. ParkeT, Blbomi.igdale, do 
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" A. Alvord, hownere Giovc, 
L.K. Hatch, do 
I. V. Blodgeit, do 
A. Guild, Wayne Centre, 

C. Guild, dn 

nev. N. Cook, Half Day, Lake C 
I}. tS. Read, do do 
L. Farnham, do rio 

T. Parsons, do do 

^. Mason, do du 

Bev. H.C. Newton, Liberty vitle do 
" J.M. Snyder, do da 
Oliver Hitchcock, 



Prot M 



B.J Bf^nnett, 
A. Bennett, 
E.J. Bennett. 
Bev. J. H. Payne, 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



do 




do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 




do 




Ban 




Con 




Ind 




Bap 




Wes 




do 


€h of Chriat 



Amos Bennett, Weatworth, Lake Co. 

Rev. J. A. Hallock, Lake Zurich, 
Rev. £. E Wells, Dundee, Kane Co. 

" Chas. Button, do do 

E.F.Wells, do do 

Luke Hale, do do 

G. W. BuUard, do do 
C. J. Wilsey, do do 
Willarii AlJen, do do 
J. N. Davidson, Elgin, da 
Geo. McClure, do do 
Eld. J. E. Ambrose.do do 
Rev. A. J. Joslyu, do do 

" N, C. Clark, do do 

Otis Jenne, do do 

W, 6. Hubbard, do do 

Rev. 8. F. Smith, do do 

S. W. Padelford do do 

Thos.Schoonhover, do do 

H. D, Kennedy, do do 
E. Hatch, Sugar Grove. do 



Rev. G. 8. F. Savage, St. Charles, Kane Co 

" NilesKinne, do do 

Geo. Pftrry, do do 

Rob't Finley, do do 

Dean Ferson, do 

Calvin Ward, do 

Ohauncey Mattcon, do 

9. Rolph, do 

Dr. D. D. Waite, do 



Hot. D. R. Miller, Aurora, 
B. Smith, do 
Rev. D. T. Graves, do 
0. Cowles, do 
D. Baher, do 
Lyon, do 
D. B. Waterman, do 
J. Strong, do 
S. 9lre»ng, do 
B. Howell, do 
R. McArthur, do 
i' Fisher, do 
«• Taylor. do 
Rev.S. H Wiloox, do 
W.S. Goodno.do 
Wm. Panton, do 

Town, Batavia, 
P. iSawyer, do 
•f- G. Hollister, Geneva, 
•loseph Worsley do 
W. A. Chambers, do 
E. Johnson, Jericho, 
H. Sheldon, do 

|ev. A. St. Clair, Orland, CooV Co. 
Francis Leonard, Flags Creek, do 
0. W. Kentv Palatine do 
P. Carpenter, Chicago, do 
^^•I-uli, do do 

^'.Kent, do do 

L. Holbrook, do do 
E. Clark, do do 

«. R. Sloat, do do 
Rev. L.Raymondjdo do 

Paator of Tabernacle Bag. Oh. 
Wm. David. do do 
"O-.E. Ambrose, do do 
p. Morse, do do 

-'ohn Crawford, do do 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
tio 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



do 
d« 
do 

Con 
ME 
Inil 
Con 
Bajy 
do 
Con 
do 
do 
Ind 
do 
Cob 
Bhi> 
do 
Con 
do 
do 

F W Bap 

Bap 
do 
do 
Con 
do 
Bap 
Con 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Wes 
Ind 
Con 
do 
Bap 
Con 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

F W Bap , 
Bap : 
I fid 
Con 
Ind 
Cod 
do 
M E 
Con 
do 
Wes 
Con 
do 

First Con ch 
du 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Tab Bap Ch 



T. B. Bridges, Chicago, Cook Co. Tab. Bap. Chur h 

J. Shaw, do (io do 

A. Carpenter, do oo do 
(!. N. Ilolden, do do no 
John Jonea, do do do 
n. B. Mills, do do do 

B, L. Ford. do do do 
Rev L.Stone, do do First Bap Ch 
D.S. C'.srtis do do lad 
Geo. F. Foster, do do R M Ch 
Rev. Geo. W. JohnHon, do African M kdo 
John B. Thomas, do do Wtslch Caiv M do 
Henry Smith, do do 2d Pff^s do 
J. W. Slansom, do do do 
Rev. J. Strong, do do Pro M 

Pasior ofProteafant Meth. Ch. 

" A M.Stewart. do RefPre;* 

Paator of Ref orjmed Pres Ch. 

Thomaa Floyd do do do 

Harvey Potwell, do do do 

Samuel Brookes, do do lat Pres ch 

Joseph John4on, d« do do 

H.Hitchcock, do do do 

Elijah Smith, do do d(» 

Wm. H. Taylor, do do do 

Z. Eastman, do do do 

L. Rossiter do do do 

J. R. Shedd, do do do 

J. Barber, do do do 

W. P. Caton, do do d.-» 

N. S. Cushilng, d;> do do 

O. Davidson, do do do 

S. Lind, do do do 

Hugh Dunlop, do do du 

D. L^ Roberts, do do 



P. Thurber, do do 

D. Wnlker, do do 

S. P. Warner, do do 

T. C. Whitmarsh, do do 

A. C. Wood, do do 



do 
do 
do 
do 



CANADA WEST. 
Henry Bibb, Sandwich, . We« 

JDiM VTJU A. 

Rev. Chas. Hill Roe, Birmingham, Eng. 

Sec'y of Baptist Boatd of MiBsioni. 

Conventioji took a recess till 2 o'clock. 



do 
do 
do 
do 



Met at the hour appointed, and was 
opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Thurs- 
ton. 

The Committee on noraination.s made 
the following report, which was adopted: 
For PresH— Pres. J. BLANCHARD, of 111, 

For V. P-t-es.— Prof. C. G. Finney, of Ohio.- 
Rev. W. H. Bkikbaste, " 
" S.H. Chask, 
" Joseph Gordon, of Peon. 
Pres. A. Mahan, of Ohio. 
Rev. D. Thurstopt, of Me. 

N. COLVER, of MaS3. 

For See's— Rev, Geo. Whipple, o( IS. Y. 

" E. JV". JBartlett, of Mich. 
" S. A. Bakery do 

Rov. Messrs. Boynton, Chase, Colver, 
Ambrose, St. Clair, Judge Stevens, and 
Levi CofSn, were appointed a Business 
Committee. 

An invitation from the Tru.stee.s of th^ 
Church, to occupy the body of the Church 
instead of the basement, during the remain- 
ing Sessions, was accepted, and Conven- 
tion accordingly adjourned to the upper 
room. 



Hent to what 



PROCEEDTNGS OF THE 



On motion of Rev. D. Gilmer, it was — 

Resolved^ That this Convention meet at 8 o'- 
dock A. M., and adjourn at 12 M., and haif past 
5 r. M. 

ilev. Mr. Schlosser presented a paper 
expressing? the views of a Christian Anti- 
Slavery Convention held at Akron, Ohio, 
in June, 1851, v^hich was referred to the 
Business Committee. [See Appendix.] 

The Chairnuin of the Business Commit- 
tee reported and read a letter from Rev. 
Mr. Bascom, of Galesburg, which M'as re- 
conmiitted an«l ordered to be published with 
the Minutes of this Convention. [See p. 8.] 

Judge Stevens Avas requested to address 
the Convention this evening, at half past 7 
o'clock. 

Philo Carpenter, Esq., Joseph Johnston, 
and Rev. J. Cable were appointed a Fi- 
nance Conunittee. 

Rev. C, G. Finney was invited to address 
the Convention iu reference to the Aiiti- 
jilavery sentiment of tlie churches in Eng- 
land. 

Rev. Chas. Hill Roe., late Secretary of. 
the Baptist Board of Missions, from Bir- 
mingham, England, was invited to sit with; 
the Convention. 

Addresses were then made by Prof. Fin-, 
ney, Pres't Mahan, Rev. Mr, Thurston, 
and the President of the Convention. 

In accordance with a report from the 
Business Conunittee, the following special 
Committees were appointed, viz: 

Rev. Messrs. Boynton, Goodell and 
Brew^ster, to report on the connexion of the 
churches Aviih Slavery through their Com- 
munion and Church Fellowship. 

Rev. Messrs. Walker, Whipple and 
Ambrose, to report on the connexion of 
Churches with Slavery through their For- 
eign Missionary operations. 

Rev. Mesgrs. Blanchard, Fee and Flan- 
kin, to report on the connexion of. the 
churches with Slavery through tlieir Home 
(Missionary operations; 

Rev. Messrs. Mahan, Baker and Strieby , 
to report on the connexion of the churches, 
with Slavery through their Religious Lit- 
erature. 

Rev. Messrs. C'olver, Gilmer and Chase, 
to report on the duties of Christians in re- 
,gard to the "Fugitive Slave Law.^' 

Rev. Messrs. Lovejoy, St. Clair and 
Stewart, to report on the Political duties 
and relations of Christians in this county. 

Adjourned till 
o'clock. 



to-morrow morning at 8 



'j'UIDAY, JULY 4th. . 

Me: according to ad|ournment. 

After an hour sj^nit in devotronal exerci- 



ses, the Convention was called to order by 
the President. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and 
approved. 

Rev. E. Goodman was appointed Secre- 
tary, in the place of Professor Whipple, 
who resigned on account of other engage-; 
nients. i 

Rev. E. H. Nevin was added to the! 
Committee, on the connexion of thej 
churches with Slavery through their For- j 
eign ISIissionary ojjcrations". \ 

President Blanchard, from the Commit- 1 
tee '^(m the connexion of the churches with f 
Slavery through their Home Missioiiiary | 
operations,"^' reported (See Report A.) \ 
which report was accepted, and laid on the I 
table i«) hear other reports. | 

Rev. Mr. Boynton, from the Committee | 
"on the connexion of the churches witii | 
Slavfry, through their Communion and | 
Church Fellowship," reported (See Re- i 
port B.) w hich report was accepted and I 
made tJje onlf-r of tlie day lor the evening | 
session, 1 

TMic Report, on Home Missions was tak- 1 
en up, and. the first resolution was discu.s.«ec! I 
by the Rev. Messrs. Brisbane, Nevin, | 
Blanchard and Foe, and adopted. | 

Convention took a rece.-;s till 2 o'clock. 1 



i 



Met at the hour appointed. Prayer bj' | 
Rev. J. H. I'ayne. 

Minutes of the morning sess.on were 
read and approved. 

Rev. Mr. Walker, from the Committee 
"on inc connexion of the churches witi) 
Slavery through their Foreign Missionary 
operaiion.s,-' reported, in relation to the 
American Board; (See Report C.) «nd 
the Rev. Mr. Ambrose, from the same 
Committee, presented a report, relative to 
the Baptist Board of Foreign Mi.s8ion.e— 
which reports were accepted. 

Rev. Mr. Colver, from the Commitieft 
"on the dutie.« of Christians in regard to 
the Fugitive Slave Iva\v," reported — which 
report was accej>ted and adopted. (See 
Report D.) 

Pres. Mahan, from the committee "or 
the connexion of the churches with Slave- 
ry through their Religious Literature," re- 
ported; which report was accepted, and af- 
ter being discussed by the Iter. Messr?. 
Brewster, Hallock, Smith, Mahan, Town, 
Thurston. St. Clair and Fee, was laid od 
the table for the present. [See Report E.j 

The second resolution of the Reporter 
Home Missions, was taken up and discus- 
sed by the Rev. Messrs. Bassett and Air*- 
brose. Pending the question, the Conven- 
tion tock c recess till 7 3 -!2 o'clock ir> the 
eyenin«^. 



CHRISTIAN ANTt-SLAVERY CONVENTION, 



Met at the hour appointed. Prayer by 
loeRev. E. E. Wells. 

The order of the day — ^\vhich \va? the 
'Report on the connexion of the chui-ches 
with Slavery through their Communion and 
Church Fellovyship — was taken up, and 
iliscussed by the Rev. Messrs. Goodellj Gil- 
jner, Jolinson, Hand, Mahan, Fee and 
Brisbane; each speaker, after the first be 
mg limited, by vote of the Convention. t(» 
len minutes. 

Pending the question. Convention ad- 

jouri 



tned till 8 o'clock to-morrow morning. 



SATURDAV, JULY DTH. 

Met aficordiog to adjournment, and after 
an hour spent iu devotional exercises, the 
bii'-iness meeting A\ as opened Vt ith prayer, 
by the Rev. .). Cable. The mimites of 
yesterday were read and approved. 

Rev. Messrs. Walker, Goodman, Baker, 
Cowlos and Z. Easiman, Esq., were ap- 
pointed a Committee to superintend the 
publication of tiie Minutes. 

The Report on Church Fellowship, was 
taken up and discussed by the Rev. Messrs 
Rankin, Nevin, Stewart, Ambrose and 
Herjry Bibb,' of Canada West. 

Pending the question, the Rev. Mr. Ca- 
blCj from the Finance Committee, report- 
ed that f20G would be required to defray 
the expenses of the Convention and print 
its Minutes. 

The report on Churdi Fellowship was! 
again taken up j aiid after futther discussion 
by the Rev.' Messrs. Qolver, Goodman and 
Brewster, wag, adopted, the Convention 
giving the Publisiiing Committee discre^ 
tionary power' to make verbal alteVations; 

T'he report on the Christian Literature of 
thje.eouutry was re-conimitted. 

The report on Home Missions was again 
tfikcn up, discussed by Dr. Brisbane, and 
the second and third resolutions adopted.— 

The/owri/t, resolution was discussed by 
the Rev. Mt^ssrs. Tenney and Ambrose. 

Pending the qucstion; Convention took a 
Vecess til! 2 o'clock, P. M. 



; Met at the hour appointed. Prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Cook. 

Minutes of the morning session read artd 
approved. 

The report on Home Missiofts was again 
iaken up,and after further discussion by the 
Kev. Messrs. Farnham, Tenney, Walker 
and Cowlep, the remaining resolutions were 
adopted ,scrtaitwij and the report adopted 
a whole. 

Rev. Mes.srs. Blanchard^ Anabrosel Good- 
tnaii, S|>encer and Markamwere appointed 
a committee to carry out the requirement 
«i the eixth reeoluticn. [See Appendix.] 



The following preamble and resolution, 
offered by the : Chairman of the Busin&sfli 
Committe*5, was unanimously Tidopted: 

Wkcrcar. a desire ha« been expressed that gen- 
tlemen eniwtfiitving different views from us might 
be heard on this floor : and, 

Wherem this convention eeeks only truth for 
It? guidance, anO wovild greatly regret to be the 
instrument, of making any wrong impressions, ei- 
ther in regard to facta or principles; therefore, 

Mc'mlvcd^ That we will cheerfully give oppor- 
tunity for cocnter statements from any one who 
supposes that misstatements have been made, ei- 
ther in our reports or debates. 

That part of the report on Foreign Mis- 
sions, presented by Mr. Walker, was taken 
up and adopted; and tiiat f.-art presented by 
Mr. Ambrose, was referred to a special 
Committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Ran- 
kin, Goodman, Fee, Mahan and l''inney ; 
who were instructed to report, to the isext 
meeting of this Convention, what large 
Missionary organizations in the h ran iStates 
are connected witfe Slavery. 

The foiiovilng rcsolations were adopted, 
viz : 

Resolved., Tiiat n.leace by a Missionary body 
once connected \vith Slavery, in regard to . that 
sin, implicates such bixiy in the sin and guilt of 
the system. 

Resolved^ That ii ia tiifc dtity of allC hristians, 
who desire tO' propagate n pure Christianity 
among the heattiejn^ to seek channels for their 
contributions whicbi are disconnected witii Blave- 

Rev. Mr. Cable,, from the Finance Com- 
mittee, reported that the Committee had 
received #125. 65 in cashj and additioiial 
pledges to >.h;e afpoiiut^bfjn 00. 

Rev. Messrs. C 4 !B./ B^oynton, E. Good- 
man, A. Benton, W. H. 'Brigbahe, J. Bt^n- 
chard, G. , Whipple, L. . Ts^PP^i"- E. fi. 



Neyin, S. H. Chases J. G. Fee and Hon. 
S. Stevehsj wei*e- appointed acoinmittee 
to.call another Convjentioh. 

Profeisspr Cowles aild Rev. E. R. Nevin 
were appointed a fitandttig Conimiitee on 
the Religious Literature of the country. 

Convention took a recess till 7^ o'clock. 



Met at the hoar appointed. Prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Keep. 

Ordered that^the reports on the connexion 
of the churchesl with Slavery, through their 
Foreign .^lissioufSj IJotne Missions and 
Church F.ejilo>ysiii^, )be ifotwai'ded for pub- 
licaationa ,to the ,Wai^i^ "Herald, W estern" 
• Citizen, Free Fjr^s]bytenan, Oberlin Ev^im- 
gelist, New ;Yor]k\^^yja%elistj Independeiat,: 
f rue Weslyanv Aiiief jean Baptist and Na- 
tibiial Era. 

The follbvving Orefeolutions, offered re- 
Bjpectively by diflerem xh^mberB of Coov«nh- 
tiOBj were adopted; 
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1. Offered by Mr. Goodman, 
Resolved^ Thut this Convention recommend 

to Antialavery Christians, when practicable, to 
give preference, in their purchases, to the produc- 
tions of Free Dibor, and to abstain aa much as 
possible, from the use of those articles which are 
produced by unpaid toil. 

2. Offered by Mr. Nevin, 

Resolved y That the principles of Scriptural mo- 
rality determine the duties of Christians at the 
Ballot Box, as specifically aa in any other relation, 
and require them to oppose all gross immorali- 
ties, there, with as much fidelity as any wehre 
else. 

3. Oftcrcd by Mr. Colver, 

Resolved, That the fact, that three millions of 
men, women and children are chattelized and 
outraged, and held in cruel bondage by the un- 
righteous legislation of the country, presents a 
motive to the disciples of Christ, which should be 
paramount to all party or pecuniary considera- 
tions, in the discharge* of their political duties. — 
As they would keep themselves free from injustice 
and their r6/i^ion from reproach, they should 
guard against all party entanglements which 
would prevent their paramount duty to the crush- 
ed slave. 

The Memorial from Akron, Ohio, and 
the resolutions from Oberlin, were respect- 
ively read and referred to the Publishing 
Committee. [See Appendix, D. and E.] ; 

Mr. Boynton read a paper from Rev. 
Mr. Joceiyn, of New York. 

Henry Bibb, a Fugitive from American 
Slavery, addressed the Convention. 

Thanks were voted to the Trustees of 
the First Presbyterian Church for their 
courtesy iii tendering to the Convention the 
use of their House, and to the Citizens of 
Chicago, for the hospitality and kindness 
extended to the members. 

Remarks on the meeJting were offered by 
Messrs. Nevin uiid Hand, and a few words 
of parting salutation by the President. 

After prayer by the Rev. Mr. Avery, 
devotional singing and the apostolic bene- 
diction by the President, Convention ad- 
journed, sine die. 

JONATHAN BLANCHARD, 

President, 

E. GOODMAN, ) 

E. N. BARTLETT, ' Secretaries. 

A. S. BAKER. ) 



[This Convention left a happy impression 
on the minds of its numerous friends. The 
attendance was large, notwithstanding the 
almost impassable condition of the roads. 
Earnestness and Christian harmony charac- 
terized its deliberations. The humble, fer- 
vent spirit of the prayer nve^tings, indicated 
the presence of God in the Convention.] 



Letter from llev. Mr. Bascom. 

The following letter, addressed to thp Modera- 
tor of the lateConuention, was ordiredtoJbe print., 
ed with its Proceedings : 

Galesburg, June 30, 

Moderator of the Christian Antt-i^laverti 
Convention meeting ^ at ChicagQy July 3d. 

Dear Sir: 

As I am providentially hin- 
dered from fulfilling a long cherished inteii. 
tion of being present at your meeting, niy 
feelings prompt me to express, in this brief 
manner, the interest which I feel in the ob- 
jects which you are aiming to promote. 

It is my decided conviction that Slavery 
must be excluded from Church Fellowship, 
and from all the patronage and sanction of 
our mission Boards, or it will inevitably 
corrupt the ecclesiastical and ben^yoleat 
organizations by which it is tolerated, and 
will make them the instruments of corrupt- 
ing the religion of the country. 

I regret to witness the very commpp as- 
sumption, that all who oppose slavery ip 
the Presbyterian church, are the enemicts 
of that church, — and that all who would 
purge the American Board and the Amer- 
ican Home Missionary Society from any 
responsible connection with slave-holding, 
are the enemies of those noble institutions, 
Is it so.^ Were Clarkson and Wilberforce 
enemies to the British government, while 
laboring so earnestly to expel slavery ajad 
the slave trade from under its protection? 
Is a pastor the enemy of his church, wh^o 
he tries earnestly to correct the wicked prac- 
tices of its members.^ I believe it will scon 
be understood that the defenders of the 
church and the Mission Boards in thi« 
wrong position, are the worst enemieg of 
those institutions. 

May God give wisdom to the brethren 
now assembled, to temper their zeal with 
charity and patience, and give them great 
boldness and courage. May His Spirit 
preside in your meeting and His bles«inj 
crown your efforts with great success. 
Yours truly, 

F. BASCOM. 

I * • f *- ■ 
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< S-EPOftT (A) 

On the Connection of the Churches with 

Slavery i through their Home Missionary 

operattons. 

The Committee to whom was referred 
'the relation of the Churches to Slavery, 
through their Home Missionary oj)era- 
tions," beg leave to submit the following 
resolutions : 

1 Resolved, That Home Missions rest up- 
oa the obvipns and scriptural principle 
i that the spiritually strong should support 
j and aid the weak, and that those who have 
the bread of iife should impart to those who 
j have not. 

i Resolved, That Home Missions general- 
ly in this country, have heretofore been 
conducted upon the principle that the mem- 
bers of the churches planted and aided may 
hold slaves, and that, consequently, the 
members of Home Mission churches actu- 
ally have held and do hold slaves, in all 
ipartsof the country wj^iere slavehojding is 
permitted by law. 

yResQived, 'J'hat, in the judgment of this 
Convention, Churches whose members are 
permitted to hold slaves, are a draw-back 
and corruption to the Gospel of Christ, for 
!lie simple reason, that professing to teach 
wd represent the religion of Christ, they 
actually teach only religious sentiments 
and observances, omitting that "judgmenl^^ 
w '^jmtice" which is among ^Hhe weightier 
Miters of the law," and that ^'ri^Meous- 
WM" which is the basis of the " Kingdom 
of God." 

4 Resolved, That it therefore follows, that 
fliost of the Mission Boards, ecclesiastical 
Jud voluntary, which now receive and dis- 
Wseby far the largest jjroportion of the, 
Home Mission funds, raised by the Evan- 
Klical Churches of this country, are plant- 
'ijand sustaining a leligion which is fatal- 
y adulterated, — " another Gospel, which 
;f'is not another." 

'«6«o/t)ed, That, without sitting in judg- 
o^nt upon the motives of the men who 
^^e hitherto managed. Home Missions, or 
enyinw or depreciating the good which has 
*w done, or claiming perfection for qur- 
elves—it is the o'aject and intention of 
Convention to labor and pray for the 
>^ijng put of Slavery irom Home Missions 
^ thid country. 



6 Besolved, That for this purpose a Com- 
mittee be appointed to ascertain as accu- 
rately as may be done, in the course of the 
ensuing year, the number of slaveholding 
Home Mission Churches of all denomina- 
tions in this country; the number of slaves 
o^vned by the members of said churdies; 
and, generally, the statistics of slaveholding 
Home Missions in this country; and report 
the same to a future Convention as a basis 
of further action. 

7 Resolved, That in the meantime, meas- 
ures be taken by this present Convention 
by the employment of ^tgents, orrespon- 
dence, or otherwise, to have the question 
submitted to each of the Home Mission 
Churches in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota, and 
to ascertain either by a vote of each church, 
or a paper circulated for signatures, wheth- 
er the members of these churches do or do 
not wish to be allied, through their respect- 
ive Boards, to slaveholding Churches in 
the slave States, and that the results of this 
inquiry be laid before a future Conven- 
tion. 

8 Besolve l, That in order to enable said 
Churches to decide on their dutv intelli- 
gently, the practical working and moral and 
religious effect of slaveholding Home Mis- 
sions, upon the country and upon religioa 
in general, be clearly stated to them, with 
the objections taken by Convention to Mis- 
sions conducted upon such principles, to 
wit: 

1st, That a Mission Board which aids 
some slaveholding Churches, proclaims its 
willingness to allow slaveholding in all ot 
its Churches, and that nothing but the laws 
of the Free States, preventing slavery, pre- 
vent the introduction of slavery into all 
these Churches, so far as its agency is con- 
cerned; and that such a Board is therefore a 
Slavery-propagating Board, and thit the 
Secretaries, Agents, and Appointing Com- 
mittees of such Board, are engaged in prop- 
agating a slaveholding Christianity, which 
is at best but a corruption of the religio»n 
of Christ, and therefore they are to be 
considered as brethren walking disorder- 
ly, and to be withdriawn fr6ini,if they perse- 
vere after earnest and faithful remon- 
strance. 

r 

2d, That Home Mission Churches iii 
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Free StatOK, aided by Boanis svliich Hup- [] 
port slavoholdiiic; Churches in Slave States, 
are mor.iilv, ai'd hv their annual contribu- 
tions \vhi<'li i,M) to tlie j»<.'.iifral lund, partak- 
ers of the sins of tli(»«ioslavehol({ina: ehuroh- 
e.st ami fhev ar<' »^l!*'ref<ir(.> 
riniltitudo to do evil." 

8d, Conventio!! further hohl thai the sue- j 
cess «>f the Wesleyan Methodists, and of i 
the Kov. John ii. fee and otiierf?. in es- 1 
tablishinf^ Free Churches in Slave States, j 

groves thai it is })riuttieable to jdant the | 
outh with a Slaver\ -exelndiufi: in>>ne|. juhI i 
UuiV recoinniend that measures betaken to: 
eolleet, and report to a luture Convention | 
infortnatton necessary to carry forward 
this great object. 

4th, Convention object lo sendinjif youni? 
n>inisters tVom Free States, to ))reac.h an 
anti-slavery if;ospei and administer a pro- 
slaveiy discipline in slaveholdinj; churches, 
as calculated to break down their conscien- 
<'.es, C(Uiloimd rheir understandinjrs on nior- | 
al subjcj'is, and corrupt their hearts by a ' 
fjitally ailuhcraied reIii,Mon : and ilu^y \ 
have rf'ason to believe that many once 1 
worthy youn<^ men and niinister<, have | 
been already so corrupted. j 
5th, 'That this Convention ol.yect to! 
slavery->iustainin«; Home Missions, that I 
they tend to give respectability to slave- ! 
holding in the whole country; that tlie i 
*sIayelio!ding Churches which they establish i 
must eventnally prove curses rather than ! 
blesisings. where they are planted; and riiat j 
re-actively they arc fast corrupting the sen- 
timent of the churches at home. 

Your Committee therefore recouunend 
that tlio ewi'cuiion an<l carry uig out of the 
ineasun\s herein submitted, b«; referred to a 
t^jKCcial Committee, vvHh power t«) rais*- the 
needed funds, and ei-^i-Jny the necessary 
agencies, respoiis'i u u* Hod and a t'uture 
Convention. v. j; tiiey are to report. 
By or<ler < ,> tlu- (;(unmittee, 

.1. Hf.AXCHARD. Ch'n. 
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REl'ORT 

Qn the connection of the Chtu rhct: ivith \ 
Slaverf/i throu<.';h their Coiuhtunion and i 
Church F( llowsh 'p. ! 
^ We assume, as a fundamental principle, i 
that slaveliolding, in arn proper sense ofi 
that term is a ski. 

We <lo not pause to ofter proof of this I 
proposition, because wc l^elieve that if the | 
.sinvcholding of this country is not a sinful 
practice, then it is impossible to conceive of 
any act of man which deserves that name, 
and all idea of distinction t^etweenright and 
wrong must be abandoned. 

Assuming this proposition t.o 't>€ true^ 
M'e pass to another, witih which all are fa~ 



miliar, viz: the influence of a wrong action 
in corrupting society, is in exact proportion 
to the rank, dignity and reputation of the 
wrong doer. 

Again, the Church of Christ, in rank, 
/{ignity and reputation, occupies the lofri- 
nst position of earth. She stands clothed 
hy God with the highest possible official 
:*haracter. She is commissioned by the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his ambassador and 
w itness, to represent the character of God, 
n»{ the principlesof thcDivine government. 

Of this official charader she cannot di- 
i'est herself, atid she w'iekis, therefore, ur.- 
ler all circumstances and inevitably, the 
*s iiole amount of influence which helons;s 
to hoi' station. She cannot be shorn of this 
nfinence even by her ovi^n misconduct; be- 
.'ause she stands before the world alvvay* 
IS the o^fjicial representative of Chri=>t, how- 
:?ver she may fail to present a real trans- 
rtpt (>f his spirit and principles. If,therc- 
b)re, she Ix^comes a siiining body, or thf 
patron ?»nd defender of sin, this influonw 
ui position is not thereby destroyed, nur 
even lessened, but its undiminished power 
is ex(;rted in favor of evil. 

Beariiig a cojnmission from Christ, she 
uses the authority which it confers to lead 
the world astray; she employs the key of 
salvation to open the gates of death ; she 
turns the I glit of heaven into darkness; 
she converts the blood of Jesus into an ins- 
trument of ruin; and betrays soids into bell' 
hi the name of God, 

If then, slayehblding be sin, and if the 
church in her official character, as the, 
earthly representative of Christ, occupies a 
position above all other institutions, and 
transcends thetn all in influence, and she 
be foutid, moreover, in fraternal connec-j 
tion with slavery; then she affords thereby, 
to this dreadful system, the most authori-i 
t«five and infiuehtial sanction of which wq 
can conceive. Because, if all the milHon^ 
td' earth should, in their individual capacity) 
mite in the ajjproval of American slaveryj 
it would be only the opinion of frail anij 
erring men ; if all governments should legi 
islate for its support and extension, th^| 
c(udd claim no Divine sanction for theit 
enactments; ; if all the angels of heavej 
shoidd give it their countcnance,this wouij 
present only the sentiment of angelj?: bU] 
the church lias been actually and formaHj 
commissioned to utter the voice of Chri-H 
to speak for hiin and in his name,and if si^ 
unrolls this commission before the wor}^ 
and in the name of Gcd approves of 
she gives to it, by this act, a character a| 
currency am,ing men, which nothing ejl 
below the AlrTughty's thr'onc cati |>os3ibij 
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Jf this 1 casoning be correct, and if slavery 
is sanctioned by the Church, then the most 
efficient support of the system U not given 
b)' j)!)liti{"';tl loaders nor poiitical pariies,nor 
must we seek for its strongest intrench- 
ments in the Constitution of the United 
States, but we discover that its only really 
impregnable defences are those thrown 
around it by the Church herself. 

Nor is it necessary to state argument- 
upon the question, whether jnost of the 
branches of the chnrch do thus sanction, 
and, by sanctioning, propogaie slavery j for 
ihe iiighest oiTiciai act of a church is the 
admission to its membership and commuri- 
ion.ivhich is a welcome and approval in the 
n;ime of Christ ; and when a slaveholder js 
thus received, the highest possible sanction 
is given to his character and practice ; and 
no ;inti-slavery protesting, through the 
[lublie bodies or the press, can materially 
weaken the far more potent teachings of 
example, these official recommendations of 
the churches. 

Christians, individually, and the press 
ami public assemblies, may denounce sla- 
very in the severest terms, and what can 
itHvai), if the churches, acting officially, 
take it to their bosom in the name of God ? 

Who will be convinced thai slavehoiding 
iff! grivoous offence, or earnestly to be 
avoidedjifthecliurchesjspeaking for Christ, 
dedare that it throws no suspicion upon 
a man's christian character, that it does 
net exclude him from the church, nor for- 
tidawel! grounded hope of heaven? 

We are, therefore, from necessity, as we 
thinkjled to this conciusion,that.the church- 

through their fellowship and cominun- 
ion with slavery, do afford it a direct and 
most effective support ; and if this were 
withdrawn, and if slavery were condemned 
liy the churches, in the name of God, it 
«ould not survive the rebuke, and would be 
^peedlly abolished. 

We would also direct attention to \.hc 
fact, that the churches, by their action on 
tliis subject, present to the world false and 
<lelusive views of holines*-, the nature and 
maion of the Church, and the character of 

Christ is represented in the Scriptures, , 
^ the rnodel Christian ; the type and head 

the christian species ; and theoretically 
practically, the Bible presents no low- 
«f standard than this: that each member of 
*e christian family should present the dis- 
'•flguishing characteristics of the head and 
jfpe. A christian, therefore, must be like 
^flrist, a Christ-one, and a church conse- 
juently, must be composed of men like un- 
^ Christ. If, then, the churches gather a 
P'OQjiscuoue assembly of men. mme of 



whom are guilty of palpable and acknoTvI- 
edged sin, the slaveholder being among 
them ; if they are all seated at the table of 
Christ, as the church of God, the peculiar 
people, the holy body, the sanctified ones, 
surely such churclies are guilty of false 
teaching of the most pernicious character, 
in regard to holiness, andeven to God him- 
self, who is thus officially represented as 
having fellowship and communion with un- 
righteousness, and cousequentlyjas unright- 
eous himself. 

This view becomes the more impressive 
and alarming from the importaiit fact that 
the world obtains its theology, not mamly 
from the Bible, nor from our religious liter- 
ature, but from the practical exhibitions of 
truth and holiness, presented in the indi- 
vidual and associated action of christians, 
for, by their living example- they define 
what they mean by the terms eriiployed 
in their formulas of doctrine. 

'I'he command to be iioly, is thus inter- 
preted to mean, the becoming as good as 9. 
[slaveholder, as righteous as a God tliat 
sanctions this iniquity. 

The whole system of christian doctrine 
is thus in danger of being corrupted, while 
the written theories of the cbiirch remain 
unchanged, by causing the old language to 
become the sign of new ideas. 

The individual responsibility and duty 
of members, in connection with slavehold,- 
ing churches, has also engaged the atten- 
tion of the Committee, uikI we remark that 
no principle is more clejirly stated in the 
Word of God, or more strictly acted upon 
in the administratioJi of his government, 
than that of associate- responsibility, by 
which each member of an organic body m 
lield responsible for the wrong doing of the 
organization to which he voluntarily be- 
longs. 

liach nation, each distinct community, 
each religious body or denomination, which 
by its structure is constituted one whole, is 
without exception, so far as we are aware, 
treated by God as a unit, as a legal cor- 
poration, a moral partnership, each mem- 
ber of which is responsible for the doings 
of the body, while his organic connection 
with it remains. 

The sin of the organization is the sin of 
the individuals who compose it, which sin 
is so nmch the more flagrant than a prir 
vate oflencc, as the influence of the impos- 
ing public bovly is greater than that of au 
individual. From this sin and its conse- 
quences, there can be no escape (except ip. 
sevjering the organic bond,- which is secess- 
ion from the bo<ly. 

In taking and recommeiiding this coi^rse 
at thistime.it i.s important that the position 
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of aeceiling Evangelical Christians should 
be clearly defined and correctly understood. 
In seceding, it is not for the purpose of dis- 
carding or of tlirnsting into the back ground 
thosie sublime and distinguishing doctrines 
of grace which cluster around the cross of 
a crucified Saviour, who died for our sins 
and who is "God manifested in the flesh;" 
it is for the purpose of vindicating those pre- 
cious doctrines from the charge of sustaining 
oppression, by such a faithful and impartial 
application of them, in every dirt ction, as 
shall render them mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong hohls. It is not 
for the purpose of superceding or disband- 
ing the divinely appointed institutions and 
instrumentalities of Christianity ,the Church, 
the Ministry, the Bible, the Sabbath, the 
public worship of God, and the ordinances 
of the Gospel; it is for the purpose of 
saving these institutions and instrumentali- 
ties from desecration and disgrace, and 
wielding them for their original and holy 
ends. 

In taking this ground, we countenance and 
practice no *'schi;^m"in the body of Christ; 
we only discriminate between the body of 
Christ ajid the man of sin: — discerning be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked, be- 
tween him that serveth God and him that 
serveth him not. We fo' bid not "the tares 
and the wheat to grow together until the 
harvest" in that "field which is the world." 
We only claim for the Church that, in 
distinction ironi a world lying in wicked- 
ness, it shall be the "garden of the Lord " 
for growing plants of righteousness,and not 
for the systematic cultivation of tares. We 
deny not that there wur< a Judas in the first 
Christian Church, but avc remember that 
he forfeited his bishopric in the Church by 
his transgresj-ion, an<l was no longer "num- 
bered" among the disciples. 

The Committee regret that the little time 
at command prevents a more elaborate 
and well ordered n-eport and especially that 
we are prevented from entering into »n ex- 
amination of the teachings of the Scriptures 
upon these points,' becau: e in this, as in all 
other moral questions, the VVoid of God is 
the ultimate guide and authority. 

We will confine ourselves to presenting 
a single point, with which however we 
believe the whole instruction of the Bible 
is in strictest harmony. 

We are commanded to withdraw our- 
selves from every "brother that walketh 
disorderly;" and nothing is more plain 
than if a church persistently, and after re- 
monstrance, refuses to put away a disor- 
derly member, that church herself walk- 
eth disorderly, and should herself be with- 
drawn froiru , 



This narrows the whole discussion to a 
single point. Is the slaveholder walkin? 
disorderly.? Is it disorderly or not, to crusB 
out of a man the image of God and change 
him into a brute, a "chattel personal," 9. 
thing? is it walking disorderly or nqt, tp 
annihilate the first, and originally the most 
precious institution of God on earth— the 
family — and reduce men and women to the 
condition of a herd of cattle.'' 

Is it walking disorderly or not, to extort 
from our fellow man, through life, and 
without requital, the earnings of his indus- 
try? 

Is it walking disorderly or not, to refuse 
to our brother man all true knowledge of 
the Word of God, to blind his eye so that 
he cannot perceive the way to the cross, 
and for our own selfish j)urposes, not only 
crush all his hop^s for this world, but ruiu 
his soul forever.'' 

Is a brother walking orderly, according 
to the practice and in the spirit of Jesus, 
when he walks through blood and teai^, 
shed by his own injustice and cruelty, and 
over the scarred bodies, the crushed rights, 
the blighted hopes, and ruined souls of meni i 

If these things are disorderly, then the i 
command of the Apostle and of Christ ] 
through him, is explicit, fi*om such an one \ 
we must withdraw, and if our church sanc-j 
tions the disorderly walk, the Scriptures | 
are equally clear, "Come out from among I 
them." I 
C. B. BOYNTON, Chairman. | 



REPORT (C) I 

On the Existence and Influence of Slavery^ 
in the Mission Churches of the ,Amencani 
Board of Com. for Foreign Missions. | 
At an early period of the Anti-8lavery| 
discussion in this country, the attention of| 
Christians, in several evangelical denonii-| 
nations, was called to the existence ofi 
slaveholding in the mission churches.-i 
There were but few of those who contrib-| 
uted funds to propagate the gospel ainong| 
the heathen, who were aware that the sinl 
of slavery was tolerated in mission church'| 
es, sustained by their benevolent contribu-| 
tions. They generally supposed that wber^ 
slavery existed, in countries to which mis| 
sionaries were sent, that it had been treatl 
ed as intemperance, profanity, theft, Sab| 
ba h-breaking, and other acknowledged of| 
fences; and that those who voluntarili 
practiced it, had been excluded fromthj 
churches. But, it was soon ascertainei 
that this was not the case. Slaveholdin | 
existed in the mission churches of severi^ 
denominations of Christians, and while^H 
work of the missionary, to reform the Iiv8| 
of the heathen in other respects, was 
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fully performed J n6 effort had been made 
eftipecially in the Indian nations of Amerl 
<ja, to correct and remove th^ evils of 
slavery where it existed among them. Oth- 
er evifs, which they found existing, mis- 
sionaries had endeavored to remove, while 
slavery was fiaftctififed ift the eyes of the 
ieathen by receiving it iiito the mission 
(JhiirChes. 

When this was ascertftined to be the 
state of things, a sentiment was awakened 
in many churches, which demanded that 
slaveholding should cease in the missions. 
Many christians declared themselves, at 
once, unwilling to contribute funds to prop- 
agate a slav eholding gospel among the hea- 
then. The subject wes now eiarnestly dis- 
cussed in several of the missionary Boards. 
!n the American Board, the largest and 
most influential missionary institution in 
the country, the discussion has been long 
continued. The position, principles^ and fu- 
ture practice of the Board, in relation to 
slavery, is now determined and published 
10 the churches. We will trace the pro- 
gross of this discussion to its final settle- 
ment, from which point, we think, every 
friend of Christ may discern the path of 
mity. 

When the attention of the Board was 
called to the existence of slavery in the 
Cherokee and Choctaw mission churches, 
and when many christiaris became urgent 
that the evil should be removed, promises, 
if not pledges, were given that slavery 
should be separated from the missions, so 
soon as it could be done wisely, and in a 
manner consistent with the powers and 
J'egiilations under which the Board acts. 
Had it not been for these assurances, and 
the hopes which they inspired, large num- 
bers of christians would have withdrawn 
'heir contributions from the Board. As it 
«'as, a number of brethren connected witii 
two or three evangelical denominations, 
inwilling to act at all with those who prop- 
♦'gated slavery in connection with Christi- 
•;nity, withdrew and formed Free Mission- 
'■'t^ Associations. Others remained, en- 
couraged by the hope that the evil would 

promptly removed. 

The pledges that slavery should be re- 
'novcd from the mission churches will be 
retailed at some length, as it was these 
pledges that detained many chri.stians, for 
years, in connection with those who propa- 
gate a "^Ijiveholding gospel. 

In Western New York, the subject, at 
an early period, was extensively discussed. 
' -'IP. Presbytery of Buffiilo ordered a report 
' R tii(5 Jille^ed Connection of the Jlmeri- 
m Board with Slavery.'^ Br. Hopkins, 
- ^ deceased, was Chairman of the Com- 



mittee. The Report ip» able. It vindicated 
the Board from various charges which had 
been alleged. It admits, however, the ex- 
istence of slavery in the mission churches, 
and closes with the following paragraph: 

" We are informed, by ope of the Secre- 
taries, that such dir«ctions have been geot 
to the missionaries, as will lead them to 
impart such instructions, and adopt such 
measures, as will result in removing, at as 
early a period as possible, all reproach 
from the mission churches on this acr 
count." 

The Parriphlet containing this report Wa« 
circulated to some exteiit in New York V-. 
and in othet States; an<l this assurance, 
published as coming ciireetly frotri a Secre- 
tary of the Board, retained many in con- 
nection with that institution. Relying up- 
on what they supposed sufficient authority, 
they looked to see the evil ended in the 
shortest possible period. 

Not long after this publication. Rev. A. 
L. Wells, the Agent of the Board in Michi- 
gan, i)ublished in the Herald of the Prai- 
ries (a religious paper issued at Chicago, 
and extensively circulated in the North- 
west,) a letter addressed to the editor. In. 
this letter he admits the existence of slave- 
ry in the mission churches of the Board — 
speaks of it as a *'work of the Devil," and 
on the subject of removing it from the 
churches, he says: 

" All cand;d abolitionists that 1 have con- 
versed with, since the report of the Board 
in 1845, professed themselves satisfied with, 
the ground which the Board has taken, ex* 
cepting that it did not appear to go far 
en mgh in giving directions to the mission- 
aries, among the Cherokees and Choctaws, 
that would prepare the way for the speedy 
purification of the mission churches fronts 
the sin of slavery. This defect, as soon 
as it was suggested by the resolutions 
of the Synod of Cincinnati, was promptly 
supplied, and Dr. Aiifler.son, in behalf of 
the Board, has given the counsel desired." 

Hero the jjoints of the question are made 
distinct. The a<?ent savs that those desir- 
ing to separate slavery from the Board 
thought the resolutions of 1S45 did not go 
far enough. The Board condemned vol-, 
untary slaveholding as a sin of the most 
heinous character, but it fiid not act in re- 
lation to it as it did in regard to other sins. 
The great evil continued, while mnxor sins 
were expelled. The Sj'^nod of Cincinnati 
marked the defect, and the churches are 
assured, that Dr. Anderson had given the 
instructions nece:3sary to remove the evil. 

In the year following, 1847, a Conven- 
tion of New School Presbyterian and Con- 
gregational Christians met ai Chicago. — 
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During that Convention, the following res- 
olutions were presented. These resolu- 
tions, before they were presented to the 
Conventi'^n, were read to Dr. Greene, one 
of the Secretaries of the Board, who was 
present. He aj4i)roved the resolutions, and 
supported theiu in the Convention — affirm- 
ing that they expressed the views and the 
design of the Executive Comndttee, and he 
believed also of tiie Board. 'J he resolu- 
tions were seconded by Rev. Mr. Spees, 
who was then the Agent of the Board in 
the West. They were unanimously adopt- 
ed by the Convention. It will be noticed 
that the first one contains the substance of 
the rerolution offered by Dr. Bacon to the 
Board at New Haven. The second ex- 
pressed the sentiment then held by the 
great body of churches contributing to the 
Board in the West. 
The Resolutions aie as follows: 
Mr. Walker ])resented the following res- 
olutions, which were seconded by the Rev. 
Mr. Spees and adopted without dissent: 

'^Hesolved, That inasmuch as the system 
of domestic slavery, under every modifica- 
tion, is at war with the principles of Chris- 
tianity, with natural justice, with industry 
and thrift, with habits of subiection to law. 
and with whatever tends to the advance- 
ment of civilization and the ascendancy of 
the gospel; and inasmuch as it brings upon 
every community, which establishes or up- 
holds itj thf; righteous displeasure of God, 
and the reprobation of the civiliiVBil and 
christian world,— -the existence of slavery 
in the Cherokee and Choctaw nations, and 
among other tribes where our missionaries 
labor, is deeply lamented by this Conven- 
tion 

"Resolved, That we rejoice in the infor- 
mation conveyed to us, by published and 
oral communications from ofiicial members 
of the A. B. C. F. M., that they have made 
known to missionaries under their care, 
that the sentiments of the American Board, 
and of the great body of American Chris- 
tians, coincide m all material points with 
the sentiments expressed in the foregoing 
resolution concerning slaveholding; and 
that they have, in their communications 
v/ith their missionaries, expressed their con- 
viction that it is the duty of missionary 
churches, where slavery, in any fojin, ex- 
ists, to terminate as soon as circumstances 
will allow, the existence of slaveholding 
within such churches, and so to instruct 
their congregations, that the people will 
understand tHat hereafter those holding and 
treating men as property, will not be re- 
ceived into the mission churches.*' 

The proceedings of this Convention i 
vrere reported for some of the F^astern pa- 8 
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pers. They gave more general currency 
to the Anti-slavery sentiment which pre- 
vailed among contributors to the Board, 
than had been given before. The pro- 
slavery element was awakened to resist- 
ance, [by pro-slavery we mean those who 
are favorable to the continuance of slavery 
in mission churches,] The New VorkOli- 
server, an Old School Presbyterian paper, 
that has a large cijculation in the Slave- 
States, quoted tbe proceedings from the N. 
Y. Evangelist, and doubled whether they 
were correct, at the same time affirming 
that the Board had given no such instruc- 
tions in relation to the separation of slave- 
ry from the church as was there assumed, 
i'he Philadelphia Observer, (a New School 
paj)er, whose editor had removed from a 
Slave State, and transferred the subscribers 
of a pa})er published in Kentucky., to Phila- 
delphia,) likewise affirmed that no such in- 
structions as those referred to had ever 
been published by the Board. 'I'he true 
statement of the case up to that time is,— 
That counsel of this character had been 
by the Secretaries at u missionary 
in Hollison, Mass. Dr. Greene 
there read a letter to the missionaries, the 
import of which was, that slaverv ouffhtto 
be removed from the mission churcheg, as 
soon as wise measures could accomplish 
the end. This letter, Dr. Greene there 
said, woxdd, not be published, because it 
might irritate the Indian slaveholders, and 
hinder the design they aiined to accom- 
pli jh. These things were done by the Sec- 
retaries and the Executive Committee.— 
The Corporation or Board which has since 
shown itself to be hostile to the end sought, 
had not acted directly in the case. 

The power of slavery in the State and in 
the large Judicatories and Boards of the 
churches, was known to be great; butstill it 
Was deemed scarcely possible, after what 
had been said, that a Board, most of its 
members being in the Free States, would 
continue to j)ropagate the gospel of Christ, 
corrupted and dishonored by slavery; and 
to do this among heathen nations, whose 
standard of right would be taken from the 
mission churches. 

At the next meeting of the Board in Buf- 
falo, Pres. Blanchard, of Knox College, was 
present. He went with the design of in- 
troducing resolutions tending directly to 
settle the vexed question — Will the Board, 
or will it not, cease tf» propagate a slave- 
holding religion through the mission chur- 
ches.'' Three resolutions were introduced, 
two of which were as follows : 

"Resolved, That it is the understanding and 
judgment of the Board, that slaveholders should 
not iienceforth be received into the mission chiu^- 
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chw, without 
slaves." 

''Resolve,}, That if any doubt whether the 
property-holding in human beings be in itsielf sin- 
ful, llie practice should yet be sbstained from, by 
inembers of our niission churches, as an obvious 
(ause of offence to multitudes in the Christian 
church," 

Thcfic resolutions were referred to the 
Busiiifjis Committee. Members said in the 
meetings, and out of them, that they were 
not quite ready for the final action. The 
Committee reported, that during the ensu- 
ing year, the Indian Missions should be 
visited by one of the Secretaries, and the 
Prudential Committee should report, tf^uch- 
ing the extent of the Board's control over 
their missionaries, and its responsibility for 
the character of their teaching and prac- 
tice. 

T!ic question concerning the control of 
the Board over its missionaries had been 
abused by some, who endeavored to shelter 
the Board from the odium of sustaining 
slaveholding missions. The Board can 
ivithiiold supplies, or they can request mis- 
sionaries to resign, or they can change tlieir 
location. These being true, yu apology for 
jliiv eholding, because the Board had no con- 
trol, seemed derogatory to that christian 
truthfulness v. hich should be exhibited in 
such cases. 

The next year, 1848, the Board met in 
Boston. The Missions had been visited. — 
Tiie Secretary, Mr. Treat reported. Ma- 
ny have thouglit the rej)ort would l>ear two 
constructions: but wc do not allege this. — 
Some passages, at least; arft plain. Among 
other things, Mr. Treat reports more than 
fifty slaveholders in the churches sustained 
h) the Board in the Cherokee and Choctaw 
iiations^ He states that the missions are in- 
'^f easing in civilization; but that with the 
^civilization produced by the missionaries, 
slavery increases as a legitimate conse- i 
'/uence. The principal influence in both 
'^aliens, has become to be in the hands of 
slaveholders. The missionaries, he says, 
''^'eel themselves not a little straightened 
whenever they come in contact with the 
ptem; hence, he says, the gospel is not 
mugki to hear with its full power upon a'l 
(hose evils which are peculiar to such a state 
of society.^' The missionaries are in both 
natiotis forbidden l)y law to teach either 
^aves or free negroes to read or write. — 
Two sections of the Choctaw statute on 
this subject are as follows: 
"Be if enacted, That from and after the pas- 
?e of this act,if any citizen of the United Statet?, 
acting as a missionary, o? a preacher, or whatev- 
'-r his occupation may be, is found to take an ac- 
'<ve part in favoring the principles and notions of 
the most fatal and destructive doctrines of the ab 
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olitionists, he shall be compelled to leave the na- 
tion, and forever stay out of it.'* 

And he it further enacted. That teaching 
slaves how to read, to write, or to sing i''- meeting 
houses, or schools, or in any open place, without 
the consent of the owner, or avowing them to sit 
at table with him, shall be suflicient ground to 
convict persons of favoring the principles and no- 
tions of abolitioniainu" 

This law forbids the missionary to do the 
work for which he was sent out. It not on- 
ly forbids his apiiroj)riate work for the col- 
ored man, but it requires him to take an 
anii-christian position. He must make a 
distinction of persons. H*? must favor the 
rich and neglect the poor. He must with- 
hold the key of knowledge from all colored 
men, and nmst not even teach a negro to 
sing the praise of the Redeemer in a meet- 
ing house, school house, or even in the open, 
forest. The missionaries in those nations 
do now act under this law; and thus the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is exhibited directly 
contrary to its essential nature. When the 
Indian gives evidence of .submission to gos- 
pel requirements, as thus exhibited, he ig 
an accepted member of the church, while 
yet he knows nothing truly of what the true 
go.spel demands, in its most es.sential appli- 
cations. Such a gospel the American Board 
propagates among the Indians, and submis- 
sion to the claims of this gospel is the evi- 
dence of discipleship. 

The Committee to which Mr. Treat's re- 
port was referred, laid over the whole mat- 
ter as unfinished business. As no direct 
action could be had, an endeavor was made 
to bring the Board up to the point of affirm- 
ing the principle that slavery should be dis- 
continued in the missions. ' 

But efforts to gain even the recognition of 
the principle failed. Resolutions affirming 
that slaveholding should not be allowed iti 
the missions, but that it should be consid- 
ered prima facie evidence against the piety 
of applicants for admission to church privi- 
leges, were almost unanimously resisted by 
the Board. Afterwards, upon the suorges- 
tion of a venerable member from the West, 
the resolutions were admitted to record in 
the proceedings, provided the mover would 
withdraw thorn. 

When this deterinined hostility of the 
Board was shown, both to the action and 
the sentiment which would place it in op- 
position to slavery in the missions, the pro- 
slavery spirit in the missions — in th>3 chur- 
ches, and in the Board, was immediately 
strengthened. One of the smaller denomi- 
nations; connected with the Board, voted 
that the subject of slavery ought not to be 
again discussed in the meetings of the 
Board, — (Mr. Greene having resigned on 
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account of ill-health at this crisis, and Mr. 
Pomeroy being elected.) The Secretaries 
now issued a paper in which they say that 
their views and action on the subject had 
Ijeen misunderstood. They affirm their 
confidence in the wisdom and practice of 
th^ missionaries who take slavery into the 
mission churches, and state in conclusion 
that they never designed to go further on 
this subject than to the line prescribed by 
the action of the Board in 1845. 

Thus the labor and progress of three 
years in the work of freeing the missions 
from slavery was reversed or abandoned. 
This action in 1845 was before the intro- 
duction of the resolutions at Buffalo — be- 
fore the visitation of the missions in regard 
to this particular subject— before the report 
of Mr. Treat, hi which, he says, that for 
admitting a man, who voluntarily holds 
slaves for selfish purposes, to the churches, 
he knows of no warrant Vv'hatever. It was 
before the action of the Cincinnati Synod, 
asking the Board to act as well as resolve, 
on this subject; and it was before decisive 
pledges were given that the evil should be 
removed. The Board now went back of 
all this anti-slavery action and effort to the 
meeting in 1845, and there they take their 
position. Thus all advance and all hope, 
connected with the proceedings subsequent 
to that time were set aside. j 

The question was now settled, and the i 
Choctaw missionaries, it is understood, had 
received a letter from an influential m<Mnber 
of the Board, stating that thoy would be 
sustained in their position, and intisnating 
in what style and spirit it would bo well to j 
write in relation to the question at issue. — j 
The position of the missionaries Avill be 
«een in the following extracts. The Cher- 
okee letter, alter speaking of abuses '.vhich 
may arise in connection with slavery, says: 

"Nor can we ever m;ik<? it a icsi of piety or a 
condition of admission to the pr vileges of the 
«;hnrch. that a candidate should ' xpre-^s a deter- 
iTiination not to //w and die a f ,av<'.'i older. 

Buying and selling men and w omen tlicy 
«lo not consider, in itsch', a disciplinable ol- 
fetice. In relation to separating pamits 
and children they say : 

" In relation to the separation of parent:^ and 
children, we nifjst first reinark. that it Is one of 
those things which are not forbidden by express j 
injunction, of Scripture. It is iniposi^ihle, in our ! 
circunistancesj to make it a general rule that the 
yeparatiou of parents and children bymleor pur- 
chase, shall bo regarded as a disciphnahle of- 
fence." 

And we arc assured that tiikik course and 

<H»1N10NS ARE XOT TO BK CHAT*OED. 

**Wc earnestly," they say, *'hope that what 
we have written, instead of leading to any pro- 



.Iracted discassion, will be taken sie u final expo. 
sition of our gentiments, a defining of our posi- 
fion. Not that we are immutable or dare p/ierfgf 
ournelves to see exactly as we now see, but at 
present, certainly, we can perceive po reason te 
change our course." 

There were some missionaries, in thosfe 
nations, who felt deeply grieved, when the* 
matter was settled that the Board would 
still continue to propagate a slaveholding 
gospel among the Indians. They felt that 
if Christians were willing to support the 
Board in strengthening an institmion which 
is a moral curse to the people, they would 
ho longer maintain their place in the mis- 
sions. Kev. Mr. Potter left the mission 
and w'eht to another Indian nation, where 
slavery does not exist. Rev. Mr. Strong?, 
in a letter addressed to a Christian minister 
at the West, on this subje«-t, speaks as fol- 
lows : 

'♦AH our churches [in the Choctaw Mission} 
are Old Sijhool Presbyterian, and pro-slavery at ; 
that. In view of this fact and ihany others virnich \ 
I cannot nbw J?pecify, I am fully convinced tfk \ 
niipsion must be supported by thoie iohd are idl- \ 
ting and disposed to give their injiaenee in | 
support of, and i7i the propagation of slavery ir, ] 
the Christian Church." \ 

hi a letter addressed to Mr.. Treat, oo 1 

the subject of withdrawing his services j 

from the Board as a missionary, Mr. Strong j 

writes : I 

I 

'* [ could labor here with cheerfulness and i 

contentednesfi, could I but see the gospel exertiag | 

an intliience tending indirectly to the gradual | 

extinction of s'avery; but when I see the system | 

gaining strength and coodolidating itself in priv I 

portion to the advancement of the people in civi- I 

lixed life, and no influence whatever exerted by | 

the mission to retard the accelerated increase of 1 

it, I think the time has fully come for Congre- | 

gational Christians, [this missionary is a Congre- I 

gationalist,] to raise the inquiry, — What must be | 

done? And if it is decided, as doubtless it will 1 

be decided by the mission, that nothing ought to | 

be done, the Lord whom I sc> w cafh mc to leavf -j 

the '1 he call appears to rae as clearly | 

from Heaven as niy call to the work of the gospel | 

^ministry.'"'' I 

Anoth'^r missionary, a female, left the | 

missions and went to Africa in the service | 

of the American Missionary Association.— i 

Such Jias been one result of the refu.sal of 1 

the Board to cease propagating slavery f 

with the gospel among the Indians. Ami | 

those who sanction, and a missionary Soci- | 

eiy v» hich maintains such practice, are, as | 

we iieJieve, involved in the same guilt. | 

Tlie missionaries that remain are now * 

protected against the :inti-slavery sentiment | 

in the Free States; and they are, it seems> | 

.taking measures to protect themselves | 
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i;i>aiiist any more anti-slavery missionaries. 
Mr. Wright, who has, perhaps, morctenip- 
laiioa to propagate a slaveholding got-jjiel 
ihiin some otiiers, writes to a gentleman in 
till! Slave States for hclj). He says they 
are about to send two youth to College in a 
Siivo State to be educated for i'uture 
prcaoiiers to the Indians. Thus slavehold- 
iiiif, v\hilc tlie present missionaries live and 
iluvcholiliiig in the future has bceu in a 
inea-'in-e provided for. 

'file following is an extract of Mr. 
Wriirhi's letter, published in the Presbyte- 
riiin Keraid, calling for helj> from Kentucky. 

"1 woi'lil earnestly ask, Arc there no young 
nf:'; of ardent piety in your State, who. out of 
mtlo Christ and to sows, icau'd eh- erf u ' y de- 
ny HiCinxc res and come and, preach the Goape' 
Goi to the perishing Choriaws? And if no 
young aieii, are there none of maturer years, who 
would cotne to labor for the Saviour and for souls? 
We almost despair of getting any more helpers 
from ilie East. Such is the state of feeling in 
l}iat region of country in r gard to the subject of 
slavery, as forbids the hope of obtaining miidster- 
al aid from thence. And we shall probably be 
compelled hereafter to make our appeal to the 
South-west, with the confident hope that ihe 
!x)rd will incline the hearts of some to come to 
oar aid. As a Mission, I think we are beconnng 
more and more convinced of the importance of 
raiiing up a native ministry. There are now 
several young men (Choctaws) in the course of | 
a Collegiate education, who, we may hope, will 
make able ministers of the New Testament. — 
Voung Bond, whom you knew at (and anoth- 
ff) wpccls to go to Danville College this fall." 

From the facts and statements foregoing 
wo think that the following are legitimate 
conclusions and suggestions: 

1. The hope that slavery can be separa- 
leil iVorn the American Board must be aban- \ 
loiied. Perhaps it should never have been 
wpected that a Board having a part of its \ 
inciiibers in the Slave vStates a?id receiving I 
inoncy by agency and donation from slave- 1 
"oiiicrs, would separate slavery from their j 
!"i-:sions to do so would be to condeir.n the i 
["■ai'tit.'o of their ow!) mendicrs. From the t 
-'*J:Hj)()sitiou of the Board, the history of 

Board and the decisions of of the Board, 
iic conclusion is obvious that those \\ hosup- 
tile Board, must ilo it with the uutN.'r- 
itatiding tb.at the Bo ird supports anri sai;c- 
ioas slavehohliug in the mis-ion churches. 

2. rhat candor and conscience recjuiic- i 
•Very individual to ask i'untU for the Auier- ' 
can Coa^l to state its true position, and to 
ct Christians whose benelactioiis the}^ so- 
'«!t, under.stand thatslaveisolding funds are 
's-eived and .slaveholding funtb are re- 
ined, and .slaveholding missions are sauc- 
loned by that Board. 

3. That those who solicit funds for 

2 



missionary purjjoses, and who act act for 
societies, that do not receive slavery into 
the mission churches, should likewise state 
the e facts to the churches, and thus Chris- 
tians will be thrown u])on their ]jersonai 
responsibility to Christ, whether they wili' 
support a Board that receives .slavery or 
one that excludes .slavery from the mijysions^ 
And now in conclusion, can we hesitate 
for a moment concerning the point of <luty ? 
If there were but a single voluntary slave- 
holder in the churches sustained by anj 
Board, ke})t there, notwithstanding the re- 
nionstrances of Christians in the Free 
Stares, the principle thus assumed by that 
Board would determine its character. But 
it is confessed that slavery is advancing ir* 
the Indian nations, with the civilization the 
gospel as now administered produces. The 
missionaries in at lea.st one of the nation.?^ 
are connected with a slaveholding Presby- 
tery in Arkansas. The design and means 
to perpetuate the present practice is avow- 
ed and published. A portion of the terri- 
tory upon which these nations are locateda, 
must sooner or later come into the Union 
as a new state, and, without doubt, as a 
Slave State. Free Missionary Societies 
are already organized, conducted by men 
skilled and faithful in the disbursement of 
fluids. Let us, therefore, foa* the honor of 
the Gospel, for the glory of Christ, and the 
good of our fellow men, free our.sclves, and 
urge others to free themselves,from all con- 
nection with slaveholding missions. Let 
us send our money through an organization 
that we can pray for the establishment of 
the principles supported by our means. 

J. B. WALKER, Chairman. 



REPORT (D) 

On the Duty ofCfiristiansin Kelation to the 
Fug live Slave Bill. 

The Committee to whom was referred 
I he duty of Christians in relutioii to the Fu- 
girivG Slave Bill, beg leave to report: 

That it seetus to us that the fully recog- 
nized nature and design of Christianity, and 
the ol)vious character and design of that 
law, leave but litte room to doubt as to the 
ducy of the christian in regard to it. 

The legitimate and avowed object of 
Christianity is to restore apostate man — a:i 
apostate world, to an absolute and entire 
subjection to the undivided and supreme 
authority of God. From the calling of 
Abr;diain from Ur of the Chaldees to the 
ascension of the Son of God from the cross 
to His ine<liatorial throne, whether you re- 
gard the bleeding victinj upon the JoAish 
altar, or the amazing sacrifice of the Son of 
God upon the outraged altar of eternal jus- 
tice — whether you listen to the voice of au- 
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thority from vSinai,or of morcy fioniMomii 
Zion, the ji;ujlt of man's revolt, and the 
blood-bought j)nvjlegc, and the iinporalivu 
duty of rcrurn to an entire subjection lo the 
supreme uutliority of God, arc constantly 
proclaimed and urged by considenitions ';n- 
volving the eienia I destiny of Man. Of thiis 
d; finely arranged scheme of redemption — 
of the rc-esiablishmont of the supreme gov- 
ernment of God over n;en, the Christian, 
the disciple of Christ, is the legitimate and 
divinely appointed exponent and advocate. 
To this is he called. To this object every 
pulsation of Christianity in his soul, has 
consecrated him. To this work, the commis- 
sion of his ascending Lord has bound him. 
From all the conspiracies of men against 
that government he is forever separated. 
From all usurped ana opj)osing authority 
against that govcrmnent. they are forever 
released; nay, against such authority they 
arc (diarged by their Lord, to stand with a 
firniuess wiiich knows Jio binding. If 
"'^/unciLs," " Govoi-norH," or "Kuig;-." 
should ckuiu aulhorily over ilieiii and re- 
quire them to di;.;'>bey Ilia lea,-t of His com- |i 
manJs, or sin agaii» ^t the authorily oi'Goil. i! 
they are to look them in tiiu face with un-\\ 
flin.diing boldness, and though tbey should | 
array around them the tortures of the fle.-ii :{ 
—the terrors ni' death itself* they are con:-!; 
manded to look to the eternal judgeincnr. | ; 
for their i-csvard — s'.il>nilt to the j).iius, but !■ 
to rcsi.-.t the aathority, as they would Orfcapf- 1 
the vengeance ol" their reigning (iod. Tiie ji 
power of the civil uiagiHtrato may driiik up 
his blood, but his autliority over the Clu'i.s- 
tian is lii ailed to his duties as j)rescribed by 
his God. The civil magistrate himself is only I 
commissioned of God to wield the swr>rd of 
justice. 11' he pervert his power to wield a 
s\yor(l of injustice, he does it at his peril. 
If he make himself a terror to him thatdo- 
eth well and an helper lo him that dorth 
evil and "frameth iriischief !>y a law," God 
will not be his coadjutor, but his adversary ' 
and Judge. Christians may be atHicted 
%vith the cruelty of his jjower, but with his 
usurped authority tbey must not connive; 
to it, (be the consequence what it may on 
earth) they must not yield, on pain of the 
displeasure of God. At all times^ under all 
circumstances, whoever may be displeased, 
or at whatever cost, they are charged by 
the explicit command of their Lord— by the 
voice of his (loath, and by the retributions 
of eternity, to obey God rather than man- 
to uisregard all enactments which contra- 
vene the statutes of God; and to this they 
are sworn by every clement of the Christi- 
anity which they have professed. To this 
they are hound both by the spirit and letter 
ot the gospel. To thi^ they are bound by 



the legitimate and avowed object of that 
gospel. 'l'h(iir duty is w^rilten as widiu 
suidieani. They are the epistles of God, 
know n and read of all men. 

If this be so, then we have only to in- 
(piire after the character of the Fugitive 
Slave Bill, in order to determine what is tho 
duty of the Cfirislian in relation to it. 

No elaborate inv estigation of the merits 
or demerit.-> ofthiit Bill, couhl with any pro- 
priety be attempted in this necessarily brief 
report; nor, indeed, do we deem it necessa- 
ry, both on the account of abundant and 
able investigations, wdiich, in a variety of 
fbrms^ .ire being spread out before the 
countr;^ . f:nd also from the obvious and self 
evident character of its provisions. 

Is it of God.'' Is it for God, or against 
him.'' Is it in harmony with the law of re- 
lationship which God has established be- 
tween man and man, or against it."* Does 
obedience to its commands involve the 
coniiiiission '»f anything which God has for- 
biddc!!, or the n-.J^sion of anything which 
God hcts commanded.^ If the answer to ! 
these iiitcrr;)gatories bo easy in view of lilt' 
obvious })rovisions and character of thf : 
rjill, then wo may easily determine what \ 
the duty of tho Christian is in relation toil. | 

Even passing by its detailed onorinities, \ 
as found in its uniisuai, partial and niis- 
ciiicTous pi'ovision for ii.s execution, against 
ll;e Ci)nsci(MU'e and tho himianity of the 
|;'^;?ple, and tho studied foreclosing of every 
fur or logid avenue of esc ^pe or defense of 
tho victim of its hu?ii\(nt3'-aHnihilatin!,' 
grtisp: it must still be obvious to all, that 
the wiiolu thing is based ui)on the mon- 
strous assuujption, that human govcrmnent-s 
have the right to break up the law of inal- 
ienable rights and of impartial justice and 
libert}^, which God has established for all. 
it is based upon tho claimed right, on the 
part of governments, to annihilate by legis- 
lative enactment the rights of a part ot the 
citizens of the country, and to make them 
the mere chattels of another class of citi- 
zens; — upon the assumed right to repeal or 
nullify all those laws of God which would 
otherwise interfere with the use of God|fl 
men and women, which they claim as their 
property, and all those laws of God, which, 
if obeyed by the victims of their usurpa- 
tions, would interfere with the services 
which they require of them. In short, it iB 
based upon the assumed right of human 
governments to desecrate the first, and to 
annihilate or abolish the second table of 
God's law. 

To aid the slavcholding States and indi- 
viduals, in thismanifast invasion of the pre- 
rogatives of God, and in their legalized as- 
saults upoQ Jhe Ood-cstablished rights of 
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'.■;c:,'A abolition ot 
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all, that its fearful exociitiou fully acfoiii 
plishcs this — all this. Every conscionee 
ihiit is not soarcdj or (.'orroded and oaton 
out by sclli.slint'S!5 and pride, feels tliat this 
.strue. Its apologists and eveu its advo- 
cates either directly or implicitly admit it 
!n true. 

If, to this brassy and diabolical face of 
'lie thing, you add its unusual, its partial 
anil its unconstitutional provisions for its 
own execution, it secjns to us that the du- 
ty of the christian is unmistakeable and 
plum. Total disobedience to its provisions 
,itall hazard, at all cost, and in the face of 
.ill (lanf,'ers \vhi(di may threaten, and the 
iiMU)f'all proper and le,!:?itimate means for 
itsiloieat and repeal, is his imperative duty, j 
IS a profesyed Christian, and as a disciple I 
ijfChri<t,^ j 

Katertaiuing these views, your Commit- \ 
L"i; •iibrnit the followiuL^ resolutions for the j 
adoption of the Conveiition. 1 

Heso'vctI, That we rcj,'ard the Fai'itivc Slave I 



l)ertaining to the subject under considera- 
tion, to be self-evident, to wit: That Chris- 
tianity may and ought to exert a moral and 
religious influence through her literature, 
scarcely less powerful and sanctifying in 
its results, than through her direct teach- 
ings, — that religious literature, to be reallj 
and truly christian in its character and in- 
fluence, should embrace and enforce tho 
moral princij)les of Christianity, in their 
entirencss, and in all their known impor- 
tant applications, — that religious literature 
may become as effectually corrupt and un- 
christian in its character and influence, by 
the intentional omission or exclusion of 
what it ought to embrace and enforce, ashy 
the open advocacy of the most pernicious 
error in doctrine or practice, such oinissioa 
and exclusion being in fact amost impres 
sive and influential advocacy of the evil* 
not rebuked and reprobate, — that intention- 
j al silence., in respect to any form of known 
1 wTong-doing, es[)ecially if it be gross in its 



, HM i-ntly passod by iho Congress of tho Uait- character, is an open advocacy of that 




TO'y 1)0 obcyeil by a pnr[)ns(;d di>'rogaril of tho 
''■"!r;ind cxftlicit commands of God, and that 

ex(M-iition is tb(? iiifliolion of keen and uiisur- 
pii.^soti ci iielt , upon ihciimof-fMit viclitn which it 
''irii.sis back into tiie hands of uuliridled and li re- 
•pi^nsible power, willi cajiricious and devil- 
i^b crnolties, — cruellies none the less oflensivo to 
ijioly (iod because legalized by the throne of 
'liiquity. or becaustJ conimitlod against the weak 
s'ld unr(tsislin,fi of our race. 

Reso'vedy That every Christian owes it to his 
'wu character, as such, to the Lord that bought 
'limaud to tiie religion he profcsseH, us well us to 
tbe Irembling fugitive, victimized, outraged and 
imulpd, by this terrible enactment, to bear an un- 
equivocal testimony [igiiit'.sl this Bill, to dLsobey 
it^ provisions, and to use every legitimate power 
which (iod has put in his bands, as a citizen or as 
'Christian, both for its defeat and rejioal. And, 
ihat any professed Christian, failing to do so, in- 
evitably forfeits his own claim to the character of 
t Christ ian, or the claim of his Christianity to the 
fespoct of mankind. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
NATHANIEL COLVER, Ch'n. 



REPORT (E) 

On the Connection of the Churches with 
Slavery through their Religious Litera- 
ture. 

The Committee on the connection of the 
Vourch with Slavery through tho religious 
"terature of our country, beg leave to pre- 
^nt the following report: 



fends, excuses, palliates or apologiz s for 
I any form of known sin, such literature does 
! in fact array itself against the fundamental 
I principles of christian morality, tho justifi- 
(^afion of any form of acknowledged evil 
being a condemnation of the principle in 
the light of which that evil stands revealed 
as such. 

Krpially self-evident, to our minds, is tho 
fact, that there neither is, nor can be, a form 
of evil, moral, civil, or political, against 
which christian literature ought to array it- 
self, if not against slavery, visibly embody- 
ing, as that form of sin undeniably does, 
every clement of unrightcoiisness, actual or 
conceivable, which human depravity ever 
inflicted upon humanity. We also hold, 
finally, that t!ie religious literature of thi» 
country has had a .special, heaven-descend- 
ed mission against the .sin of slavery, inas- 
much as that sinhas assumed, and, for many 
years, exercised a despotic sway over the 
I political, civil and social literature of this 
nation; christian literature, therefore, being 
the last hope of crushed humanity, as far 
as American literature is concerned. 

Under a deep impression of their ac- 
countability to God, to the Church and the 
world, in this eventful crisis of the Church 
and our nation's history, this Convration 
feel themselves called Upon to bear their 
testimony to the melancholy fact, that the 
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religious literature of this nation, when 
weighed in the balance of the above self- 
evident principles and statements, is, to a 
¥ery great extent, found not only funda- 
mentally ''wanting," but most unchristian 
and morally corrupting in its character, 
tendency and influence, in respect to one of 
the worst forms of moral evil ^'xisting in 
the nation, upon which the eye of heaven 
ever rested. We refer, of course, to Amer- 
ican Slavery. 

The following well attested facts not on- 
ly justify but demand the gi»^ing of this tes- 
timony on this occasion. 

1st. The American Bible Society, which, 
of all others, should vindicate the right of 
every member of the human family, of ev- 
ery clime and color, to the tull and free en- 
joymcat of the blood-bought privilege of 
reading the word of God, after condemning 
and reprobating the conduct of the Church 
of Rome, in withholding this volume from 
the people, has withholden all proper testi- 
mony against those laws by which the slave 
is denied the privilege of ever acquiring the 

Sower to read "(xod Almighty's Holy 
look." 

2d. The American Sunday School Union 
has not only neglected to imbue its litera- 
ture, prepared for the rising generation, 
with tne gospel principles of human rights j 
— ^^principies avowed even in our Declara- 
tion of Independence — but when, the eagle 
eye of Slavery discovered, that at an early 
period of its history it had, in a single vol- 
ume, permitted the utterance of a lew sen- 
tences derogatary to *'the peculiar institu- 
tion," that Society did, at the bidding of 
the slave power, drop that .volume tvom its 
list of publications. 

Sd. The American Tmct Society has not 
only omitted, in its publications, as far as 
we arc aware, all allusion to Slavery as an 
evil of any kind, but has refused the offer 
of $200, and nc^rlcctcdlhat of ^1000, prof- 
fered to the Society to defray the ex[)ense 
of publishing a tract, simply endiodying the 
sentiments of evangelical anti-slavery Chris- 
tians, in respect to this sin. A member of 
this Convention took down the bound vol- 
umes in this Society, hoping to find in them 
arguments and facts against the sin of 
Slavery. <4 found," ho says, ' tracts and 
facts in abundatic<?, against all sins of all 
sorts; again.st idolatry, dancing, S:ibbalh- 
breaking, expensive dressing, i^col(ling, and 
8u; h like evils, gre;it and small, but in ail 
the })iiblications of thut excellent Society, 
there is not a tract or argument against 
ulavery." 

4th. The A. B. C. F. M., in their wide- 
ly circulated publications, have not only 



omitted all adequate testimony against 
Slavery, but, in some instances, at least, 
have withholden from the public important 
testimony which their missionaries have de- 
sired to communicate, through such publica- 
tions, to the churches on this subject. 

5th. '1 he periodical religious press, to a 
very great exteut, not only omits and ex- 
cludes all jiositive testimony against Slave- 
ry as sin; but openly apologizes for it, 
and, in instances, not a few, defends it, as 
a Christian institution. We record with 
shame, Jie fact that the present Adminis- 



tration of these United States, has been 
able to find, in the States of Vermont and 
New Hampshire, none but the religious 
press sufliciently lower-law-abiding in its 
spirit, to be entitled to the privilege of do- 
ing the printing of the Government in those 
States. 

6th. In most of our Theological Semina- 
ries, those fountains of religious literature. 
Biblical and Theological teaching, not only 
omits all proper elucidation of Slavery a? 
"evil and only evil, continually," but, in 
many instances, is openly pro-slavery in 
its tendencies and influence. 1 he world 
upcd not be told, that the strongest defend- 
ers of the Fugitive Slave Bill are Profes- 
sors in such institutions. 

In view of the above facts and principles, 
the Committee recommend to the Conven- 
tion the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions : 

1 . Reso\-cd, That in the judgement of this 
t'onvcintion., a chief cause of the present rapid 
growth of Infidelity in our country, is the mani- 
fest absence of the Christian element in the pre- 
vailing religious literature of the nation. 

2. Rerolrcffy That the Convention urge it as 
a sacred duty upon all Christians, of every name 
and condition, lo make the rectification andchris- 
tiani/^nilon of the religious literature of this coun- 
try, a gubject of sptjciai prayer, public and pri- 
vate. 

3. Re o'rcd, Tiiat all religi us pullirntions, 
periodicals espocially, vhich are eitliei direclly 
pro-slavery in their character, or which, at this 
time, when the very foundations cf f hrisliai'. irio- 
rality are being openly assailed, under the pica 
practicaiiy, if not directly avowed, that we ouglic 
to obey man rather than God, should never be re- 
ceived as Clurislian publications iu Christian fam- 
ilies. 

4. Re o\'cd, 'i hat it would be better for 
children in our Sabbath Schools to he denied the 
privilege of readinp: publicali<«ns, known by tbt't" 
lo con.e from a Hociely sustaining the relations 
which the American {Sunday Fchool Cuion dop8 
to Slavery, than that Kueh puHicalions should be 
given to children as embodying Uie vioraiity of 
ChriUianiiy, 

A. MAHAN, Ch'n. 
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memorial from Akron, Ohio. 

A Convention of professing christians, 
heM at Akron, Ohio, on tiio 'i4th of Juno, 
J851, desirous of mingling their sontinicnts 
with thoMi of the Chritftiun Anti-Shivory 
Convention to be hcM at Chicago, on the 3(1 
of July next, present the following menio- 
fial : 

vShivery we understand to be just what 
American Slavery exhibits as a isysteni. — 
This is its truest signification. Strictly, 
nothing else is meant by the English word, 
Slavery; its whole force and meaning in 
the English iangua<re, has grown into use as 
the leprescntativc of American Slavery, — 
of slavery as it is to-day. Applied strictly 
to any other kind of servitude, it is i\ mis- 
nomer. Close attention to its classical 
usage, will evin<'e that any application of 
it to other modes of servitude or oppression, 
is cither meta|)horical or improper. 

Slavery is not a generic term, covering 
different kinds of servitude. It has a spe- 
cific meaning. 

Lawyers in distress, often attempt to 
blunt the force of a specific word, by ex- 
pounding it into a generic term. 

Where land had been granted as a site 
for a mooting house, and a question arose, 
-is to occupying the premises with a town 
house, it was lately contended, that the 
term mee'ing house might mean a place 
for any kind of meeting, among others a 
town meeting. But the court properly 
held, that the word meetiiig house did not 
meuij a place for the meeting of cattle or 
swine, or for a town meeting; but a place 
for the public worship of Almighty God. 
The meaning of the word is determined by 
the ui?o of the thing. 

Slavery means the holding of man as 
property, subject to all the incidents of 
property. It means the use of a human 
being as a mere thing, for the gratification 
of the claimant; the good of the thing con- 
stituting no element of the usage. 

Such is the definition of the word Sla- 
*ery, as used in the statutes of the Slave 



States, expounded by the judges of the 
Slave States. It is just what those statutes 
have made it. It is just what those judge* 
have made it. It is what slave-holders 
have made it. It is the "swm 0/ allvil 
Ictinies.'^'' A3 a christian ]ieople we are not 
at liberty to alleviate the ])roper odium 
against this "sum of all villainies," by ap- 
propiating that only word which stands its 
legal representative in language, to gentler 
kinds of servitude. We are not at liberty 
to ease the conscience of the thief, by call- 
ng theft, borrowing. Equally corruptive 
would it be, to call borrowing theft. We 
have no right to confound the names of 
crimes, with those justifiable acts which 
have but some ])ractical semblance of crime. 

or ^'^ Si nomina prrdas, di^inclio rerum 
perdilur." If you lose the name of things, 
all distinction among things is lost. 

What would be the moral effect, upon 
our children, of confounding the words 
mistake and lie'i 

Apply this inquiry to the frequent and 
studied confusion of the name of every 
kind of service with slavery. Serfdom is 
not slavery. Pasonism is not Slavery. — 
Villeinjige was not slavery. The law of 
slavery, is partus sequiiur ventrem:-—" the 
child follows the condition of its mother." 
The law villeinage was, partus sequitur 
patrem: — " the child follows the condition 
of the father." That difference alone so 
distinguishes the two systems, that to desig- 
nate them by the same language would be 
a confusion too gross to bo tolerable in a 
critical inquiry. For, apply this lav/ of 
villeinage — so trival as a distinctive rule, 
apparently so unessential — to slavery, and 
what would be its effect.^ It would be the 
death of the whole system; for in villeinage, 
one born in that peculiar relation to legal 
wedlock, in which nine-tenths of the slaves 
are born, was in Law Latin called yi/iiM 
nulliuSf and being nobody's child, he had 
nobody for a father, and followed the con- 
dition of nobody, and was, therefore, no- 
1 body's villein. Even the gentle servitude 



nopt to vrhat 
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of vill«ina;,'o, wasted away under this ruio. 
SJightly varicnt as this rulo Jii)i)arently is 
from that of Slavery, aipply it to the hiws 
of niarriago ami the practice of slavery, 
and note the oflecc And then, think of 
the hhmdcr of confounding^ other kinds of 
servitude with our "sum of all villainies." 

Apply one rule of Hehfcvv servitude — 
that the dissatisfied and IVigitive servant, 
should not bo seiz(;d atid sent back to his 
muster; ap])ly this to slavery, and it would 
be no longer slavery; or this other rule, that 
the Hebrew master could not sell his ser- 
vant; or this, again, that no term of service 
could continue by contract, or otherwise, 
beyond the year of jubilee. So with any 
other of tlic numerous peculiaritjes of He- 
brew servitude. Apply any one of them 
to slavery, and you relieve it of an Incident 
of property and tran-forni it at least into 
sotnething beside slavery. What then 
would be the rflcct, could you apply at i 
once to slavery aJ! the characteristic!) of! 
the Hebrew s(;rvice? I 



It is verv fashionable for ijrcat jrtcn to 



never justity it by degrading himtotSit^ 
condition of a brute. I'he legal niaxiriiii-. 

No man shai-:, take advantage nf his otoyi 
tvro/ig'," is as good in morals as in law.— 
Slavery being always sinful ought to be im- 
mediately abandoned. 'i alk of the law 
maintaining the relation in spite of the sla- 
veholder ! Why, who does not see, that if 
the people of this state make a law, whicii 
shall compel you to stand in tlie relation of 
master to a slave, ag-ainst your will, the 
law and the people who make it, will be 
the Slaveholder, and not you. But such u 
case ])robably never existed. 

But how shall the Christian Church trea'i 
this sin.^ Precisely as it should treat other 
sins of equal guilt. The sin, it is said, is 
organic, and it is hereditary, and it is a sin 
of education, and it is of the very warp 
and woof of society. Agreed, it is all thai 
an<l worse than all, finds its abetto/s and. 
apologists in the visible cliurch of the liv- 
ing God. 

Would the cliurch abet forays of j.reda- 
tory snarftudcrs, for any or all of these roa- 



.spcak of Hebrew Slaver}^; as if, should |j sons.'' A ciir*isti;in might, 

ticcd to follow )iis cla?i, i 
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slavery, in an instant, be transformed into iien! 



porchancCj be 
ii the illiciit in- 



Hebrew si^rvitudc, it would still hv. cailed 
Slavej*y! Where is the warrant for thi-^.'' 
The Iviigiish language gives no s;inction for 
such an assnni])tion. Why take it for 
grantcil, that wlnm ever a new thing whouid 
1)0 jnade. it would be called by an old name. 
Why assuuicthat the old name, which the 
translators of the Bible applied to this sup- 
posed new thing, would be abandoned, and 
that an;)ther old namCj which the transla- 
tors rejecfecl, would be substituted. ; 

This p'.Ttinacious folly in men who aiilior 
slavery, ticemstolack the dignity of a mo- 



(;ur.sionand partake ol'tlie booty; but should 
the church give countenance to the rob- 
her.'' The sinrpie (juestion is this, does 
the f let that there may lie eliristians cou- 
ccrncd in the iniquity, rc(julrc the ehurcii 
to withhold its discipliinuy ])o'.vers? 

Every body adniu.5 thai there jiiay be 
Christians in the llomish Church. Do we 
invite ])apisls to our puljfits.'' do we com- 
mune with them? Need we run a parage! 
to show that Slav< holding is a sin of equal 
eiionuiu with Uoirtanism.'* 

if the otie has ancestry and education and 



tivc. An apologist for slavery might stick \ prejudice and law and political fabric, ha 



to the error with the strongest motive. It 
gets his giant fosterling into good company. 
It relieves him Irom the odium of a villam- 
ous name, by changing it from a baptismal 
to a surname, and ailachino: it to several 
respectable families. 

The word slavery, ihen, a? a piart of the 
English language, means what American 
Slaveholders have made it mean, and it 
means nothing else. Slav^eholding, there- 
fore, is a sin, a horrid sin; at all times and 
nndcr all circumstances a sin. The rela- 
tion of slavery is sinful on the part of him 
who maintains it. Talk of holding the re- 
lation for the benefit of the slave ! Let us 
steal, but compensate the theft by assuming 
to be guardians over the stolen property. 
God never made man for such a relation; 
God cannot make the relation right, until 
be makes man a different being. God wil! 
justify that relation when he makes the 
Slave a brute. But the jslaveholder can 1 



not the other also? If itomanism is here- 
sy, because it denies the right of ]jrivate 
judgment, what snail we say of vSlavery. 
that it denies the right and annihilates the 
very ]io\^^er of judgment.^ Does popery 
withhold i he Bible from tlie j)eople.^ Sin- 
very withholfis the Bible, and still jealous 
of human instincts, imprisons him who 
dares teach a man to read. Does popery 
interpose a felluw mortal between man and 
his Maker ? Slavery teaches no homage 
but to the master, ff pojiery debases the 
common mind, it still insists on some sort 
of morals. But Slavery, both by precept 
and example, enforces immoralities as gross 
and heinous as the world, the flesh and the 
devil, have had time to make them. 

But it is said Romanism is an error in 
faith, but Slavery — why, that is ouly an 
error in practice! How is this.'* The 
slaveholder is either honest or dishonest. 
If honest, he is a slaveholder, because he 
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telievos it right, which is a grievous error 
ill his faith. U* dishonest, he is a slave- 
lioliicrj though ho knows it to be wrong; 
and i:> a culprit at tiie bar of his own eon- 

But Slaveholding — that is only heresy as 
10 our duty towards man. Popery is here- 
jv as to our duty towards God! Who 
tiuight the Church to treat more leniently 
a heresy against the second, than a hcrcs^y 
against the first table of the law. In all 
his instructions, our blessed Redeemer 
seems to have been careful to keep thein 
sido by side. Never were his denunciations 
»o terriblCj as a<jainst pride and avarice 
iranij)ling"down the humble and defenseless. 
' "Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, 
1 and, for a pretence, make long prayers; 
therefore ye shall receive the greater dam- 
nation." 

"Woe unto you Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye pay lithe of mint and 
aiii<o and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the; law, judgment 
mercy and faith; these things ought ye to 
have done, anrl not to have left the others 
unrloiKj. Ye blind guides, which strain at a 
jiiatntui swallow a camei." 

'•' Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye make clean the outsicle : 
of the cup, and of the platter, but within, | 
they lire full of extortion and excess." i 

liroihren, we are Orthodox. So whatev^er 
btiusde of dopHi lure from ihe true faith, 
the Sill bborn defense of slavery by churches 
and iiiinisters, may haVe driven some abo- 
litionists, we are abolitionists without any 
iuch departure— Orthodox abolitionists. 

Jacob Hixsdalk, Pres't. 

Geo. SoHLOSSKii, Sec'y, 



RESOT.UTIONti 
htsed at a Public Meeting in Oherliiii 0. 

Besn^ved, That the protuotion of the 
just rights and true interests of the colored 
people in the Free States, is an imperious 
(luty on all Anti Slavery men of the North, 
the friends of justice and mercy, and ene- 
mies of op{)ressioir, and that a neglect of 
tliis duty, naturally expos-^^s their anti-sla- 
very principles to the suspicion and charge 
of insincerity. 

lieaolvcd^ That there are no political 
fights or franchises which, according to 
wgaiiic or statute law, all classes of the 
^bite population exercise to which the peo- 
ple of color are not, in righc and justice, 
<^ually entitled. 
Resolved, That nothing can more power- 
tend to advance the true interests of 



the colored population, than the promotiou 
among them of sound religious instruction, 
and the universal and thorough schotli.ig 
of their children, 
ij ]{e)olvedi That while the most strenuous 
' efforts should bo put forth to arouse the 
colored people to secure for themselves 
these advantages, the funds and exertions 
of anti-slavery men cannot be more wisely 
expended than in encouraging and assist- 
ing them in this great work. 

Resolved, That this Convention extends 
its cordial approbation to the .self-denying 
men, and women who are toiling for the mor- 
al, religious and intellectual elevation of the 
colored poplation, and that the Convention 
rejoices in all the good success which has 
attended their labors, and counts it a privi- 
lege to bid them God speed. 

Report of Iho Deliberations. 

I 

[Rev. Henry Covvles, editor of the Ober- 
lin Evangelist, was requested, by a vote of 
the Conveniion, to report iiet deliberatioLS. 
That report is being published in x\\q Evan- 
gelid. Though it comprises no part of the 
tninutee of that body, it is thought that the 
otherwise vacant pages of this pamphlet 
could not be fiiied with more acceptable 
matter to its readers, than such a portion of 
ihis report as tfaey will contain.] 

Fro:n ihrt Oherliii Evangelist. 
ADDIIKSSES ON BIllTISH AJJTI-SJ.A VEPa^ 

After the appointment of the principal 
eonnnittees, and while they were ]>reparing 
their reports, the Convention called Prof. 
Finney to the stand, with a request that he 
would ..peak upon the anti-slavery feeling 
and sentiment of British philanthropists and 
Christians. 

Rcspontling to this call, he said : 

" It is important that we should under- 
stand how we appear to other nations, with 
reference to our American slavery. You 
who have read the reports of the late reli- 
gious anniversaries in London, must have 
noticed how greatly Christians there are 
grieved aiid surprised to find so much pro- 
slavery feeling among our ministers and 
churches. Especially are they astounded 
to hear that many, after having made the 
fairest anti-slavery professions on their 
shores, in public addresses and otherwise, 
have apostatized to downright pro-slavery 
positious, after their return home. Not a 
few men of high standing in the American 
churches have taken noble anti-slavery 
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ground in Britain, but roturninghome, have 
descended into apologies for slavery which 
astonish and grieve our British friends. 
These men, if they were to revisit England, 
could not again he admitted to iheir pulpits", 
and scarcely to their i)rivate hospital-tics. 
Ill some instances, this recreancy to just 
anti-slavery ])rinciples has enkindled a dee{) 
ieeling of minirled sorrow and indignation. 
It is well that all classes in this conntry — 
not excepting those esj)ecially concerned, 
siiould bo aware of these lacts. 

As miiht be expected, British opinions 
and feelings aa lo Americafi Slaverv are 
various. 'I'he royalists would be glad to 
.have our republican government explode, 
and they do not care how soon oui* slavery 
ahall des^^roy ll. But tiie masses of iiritish 
peop!o have not tiio least sympathy with 
this fooling. The sentiment of the li asses 
is well expressed by the remark nuidc to use 
by a gentleman of jnuch inleiligiMice : ' Vour P 
icpublicar. government is the greatest evojit ji 
in the Christian era — the greatest, next to 
the art of printing, if even it is second to 
that, in its magnitude of interests, to ards 
{lunum well-being. You nuist not let slavery 
blight the hopes of the race, by suffering it 
to prostrate your republican government 
and your free institutions.' 

" It is a notorious fact, that the govern- 
ments of Europe are making use of our 
slavery to repel all action and movement 
among their own subjects in regard to free 
institutions. Hence our position be "ore the 
'yorld becomes one of momentous interest. 

"Our British friends, I was pleased to 
see, are disposed to be thoroughly candid 
in. their ju(lgments of us, and wish to un- 
derstand all the difficulties wdiich embarrass 
the slavery question. I admired their for- 
bearance, in that they did not seem at all 
disposed to advance upon us and denounce 
us, without exanfmation. Yet they tho- 
roughly hate slavery, and feel that they 
have a right to condeinn it as a most inhu- 
man, iniquitous, unchristian systeiri. Their 
feeling agaiiist it is daily becoming more 
intense. If they knew of this Convention, j 
they would feel a deep interest in ' ? :rit, ! 
its object, and its movements, and .u!d'* ! 
be in prayer for us at this moment. I was 
surprised to find how nuich more deeply 
£hey feel on the subject of slavery than most 
Christians do here. They take broader 
views of its bearings than wo are w^ont to 
do." 

Pres. Mahan said : 

" The impression had been made in Great 
Britain, that the Anti-slavery movement in 
this country was niaiidy infidel, with Gar- 
rison at its head. 1 v/as questioned in Glas- 
gow on this point. So long as this impres- 



sion prevailed, they naturally accounted for 
the tardiness of Christians in espousing and 
promoting this reform, by reference to the 
general character of the movement as ia 
the hands of infidels. Now^ they are coining 
to uurlerstand that anti-slavery principles 
are taking deep I:;dd of all evangelical rc- 
f-rmatory churches, and, of course, now 
they begiji to ask in earnest — What have 
you done in your country to abolish slavery? 
Esj)ccially do they put this question to all 
their Transatlantic visitors. It is not 
ejjough, say they, that you come here and 
make good anti-slavery sj)eechcs; what 
have you done in the tug of war at liomcl 

This meeting will be deenibd, in Eiig- 
land,one ol' vast inq>ortance to the CiULse of 
human well-being. So w^e regard it :)ur- 
sclves. it is a t.'me of crisis. There was 
a crisis in the life-tin»e of j^ur iiOrd, whoa 
many turned back and walked with hi:n no 
nu)r»!, and when he .vaid to the twelv^e— 
" \y\\\ ye also go away?" Such a time \m 
falleii on the Anti-slavery cause, and everj 
man must defiiie his position. If we for- 
bear to speak for the dumb, and rise up (or 
the ojjpressed, the .-tones in our streets wil! 
have a voice, through which God will speak 
and be heard." 

Prof. Kinne}" cndorsod and expanded ilie ; 
fore^>-oing remarks uj)on Ai^ierican Anti- ; 
slavery, as being under infidel auspices; j 
and tffiid — The ladies of Glasgow told m& | 
they had felc constrained to withdraw k\- 
lovvshipfrom the American infidel abolition- 1 
ism. For this reason, said Prof. F., I want ! 
all men to know that thu is a Christian \ 
,.inli-Slavery Convention When British 
Christians heard how generally their Ameri- 
can brethren stood aloof from the Anti- 
Si ivcry movement, they ascribed the fact 
to its infidel character; — now let them k'iovr 
that Christian men are convening together 
to inquire what they shall do as (Jhrislians, 
to rescue the church from an all-sustaming 
connection with slavery; — nay more, how 
the church and all her benevolent organiza- 
tions can be made cfiicient co-workers in 
overthrowing this system, the vilest thes'jn 
ever saw." 
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llEPORT ON HOME MISSIONS DISCOSSED.— 

FACTS. 

Pres. Blanchard's Report on the Con- 
nection of the Churches with Slavery, 
through their Home Missions, being under 
discussion, and the debate becoming some- 
what rambling) Prof. Finney rose to call 
attention to what seemed to him the impor- 
tant points, to wit, (1.) Who are guilty of 
the wrong of sustaining slavery? (2.) If any 
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Mission Boards are shown to be guilty, 
\viiat is our duty in respect to sustaining 
;hcm? (3.) Is it right, in the case supposed, 
to receive their funds? 

Facts being called for. Pres. Bhtnchard 
mid he had gome to give. ^' The Report 
offorc you for the most port confmes itself 
to principles; tliere is no ?ack of facts to 
which these priiiciples apply. 

" The Aniericnu Missionary Society has 
,«i.Tty-tiii'cc of its missionaries (some docu- 
■.m]t< say iifiy-six) in slavcholding states. 
Ato the cliurches to which they minister 
ihivohokling.'' I believe they are. J have 
conversed very extensively wHh those pas- 
lort, and ail with whom 1 ha'.,e spoken af- 
iimi liiut they are. J. came to this Conven- 
tion ill comjjany with a pastor from. Mis- 
souri, He has one slaveholder in his 
church, the lowest nundjer I have ever 
known. Another of these pastors, being 
jiio.vtioncd publicly — Arc ;?our members 
fiaveholciers.'' — answered, th^-y would be if 
ihey had money enough to buy slaves. El- 
doix ill our church hold slave--. Neither 
public sentiment nor church discipline for- 
hiHs it. I supjjose it safe to say that every i 
one of those churches in slave states, aided 
by the American. Home Mission Board is a 
?liiv'choIdiug church, at least in discipline 
and spirit, if not in fact. As to ihe fact of 
their actually containing siavehoidcrs, I 
cannot make oath to it, but I believe it to 
})e the case. Mr. Pierce of Missouri left 
the state because Northern rnen of anti- 
slavery principles could do nothing there. 
He had no slaveholders actually in his 
church, yet if any had applied for admit- 
tance, their relation as slaveholders would 
have been no barrier to their reception." 

^' My belief, therefore, resting upon nu- 
merous facts, is, that nearly every one of the 
fifty-six or sixty-three churches, sustained 
in the slave states by the American Home 
Missionary Society, has slaveholders in it. 
^et if only one of them embraced slave- 
boltlcrs in its fellowship, and received the 
Home Mission Board's endorsement, this 
■vould cover the principle. Every one of 
fhem might have slaveholders in fellowship, 
if' one might. The Mission Board that 
yields the support of its fellowship to one 
such church, must, if consistent, yield it to 

whole fifty or sixty; and indeed Mr. 
"adgcr. Secretary of this Board, refused to 
taku the ground that it v/as right to exclude 
slaveholders from church fellowship. 

" Of the Baptist Home Mission Board he 
nad some facts to advance. « Up to 1845, the 
whole Baptist Church, North and South, 



acted under the same missionary organiza" 
tions, both Home and Foreign. Prior to 
that time, the Foreign Board were sustain- 
ing a siaveholding missionary — Mr. Bushy- 
head — among the Indians. '1 he first Bap- 
tist missionary who went to Texas drove 
his slaves before him as if they were only 
cattle. Such facts as these roused some 
spirit among the Baptists, and, in 1845, there 
was a split betu'cen North and South in mis- 
[ sionary affairs. It was managed to let the 
Southern Board take all the slave churches, 
but still the Northern took no efficient action 
against slavery. At best, they have scarcely 
reached the policy of letting .slavery alone.* 
" In the Methodist body, we see a church 
South and a church North, and many sup- 
pose the latter to be free from any sustain- 
ing connection with slavery. Such do not 
know the facts. The church North laps 
over upon the slave states, so that she has 
now one filth part as many slaveholders in 
her communion, as the church South has in 
hers, in tiie church North are at this day 
eight annual conferences, which embrace 
siaveholding churches and ministers, and 
thus, in the most emphatic form, endorse the 
system of slavery. 

Id the New School Presbyterian Church, 
the sreat schism took place in 1837. Then 
the iNew School body had but three slsve- 
holding commissioners; nov/ this body has 
twenty-five. The Home Mission Board 
aids more than 15,000 members in slave- 
holding churches, and these are chiefly 
Presbyterian churches, for Congregation- 
alism would work but queerly in a slave- 
holding church, where the slave and hia 
master are alike brethren, with equal ec- 
clesiastical power." 

Pres. Blanchard called up Mr. Fee, of 
Kentucky, who said I was connected 
with the American Home Missionary So- 
ciety for fifteen months, and I know that 
the Society did commission missionaries to 
siaveholding churches; 1 ftnow that mem- 
bers in those churches did hold slaves; I 
know it to be the policy of the American 
Home Missionary Society to extend its aid 
to siaveholding churches in the New School 
Presbyterian body, 

I know the same facts to exist with re- 
gard to the Baptists. 

" I know there are slaveholders in the 
Methodist Church, both the church South 
and the church North." 

Mr. Nevin, of Cleveland, interpo.sed to 
state the case of a Methodist preacher 
who came into his church to get money 
to buy himself from another Methodist 
preacher. Mr. Fee knows both the men." 

A member of the Convention rose to state 
a fact^ " Mr. Fee came into possefision of 
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a slave with his paii tniMMy, and forthwith 
set him at liberty."' 

Hercii[)oii a Methodist preacher r»jii)uke>^ 
Ero. Foe, and rornpares him to the prodigal 
son, who, having received his portion of the 
^oods, s<{nanderod it in riotous living ! 
This preacher, ol' the Methodist Episcopal 
Church North, now preaches in Ripley, 
Ohio — a free state — unrebuked for his rabid 
pro-slavery sentiments. 

DISCUSSIO-V OSS tJIDRCH COMMUNION AND 

>-^er.LowsHip. 
Oo Friday evening, the Report on the 

Connection of the Church with Slavery 

through her Communion and Fellowrihin, 

by Rev. C, B. Boynton. Ava.s read, and bc- 

iivj: ujider discussion. 

Br. Wns. Goodellsaid: The document 
brii.'gs before us ilic (juestion, VV^hat is the 
Christian Church? And back of this yet 
anoth(U" — IVhat is Chxisiianilyl — for rhe 
Christian Churcit is designed to represent 
Christianity. 

According to our S^ivior-s leaching, its 
sum consirits in loviiig the Lord our God 
Willi our heart, and our neighl/or a-3 our- 
selve.-. Apostolic authority has it — ' li a 
man [ow iwi his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can ho love whom he hat Is 
not seen .'" 

Of ali Christiai! ])rincipit;-;, none can bo 
more rigniiicant and comprehensive, than 
those which alliru! the paternid character of 
God arid the fraternal relattfvns of man. 

" Such, then, being Christianity, what is 
the Chrhlian Church'} An assembly of 
Christians, 'i'hc word church denotes an 
assembly. A Christian Church is therefore 
Christian as.sembly — a society of believers 
— men fait'^fully devoted to God and to bn- 
laau well-being — h»cu in professed syiu- 
pathy v»ith Goil and with Cin-ist, in the great 
objects? embrac<:;d in the gospel system. 

"What, then, is the object of the Christ- 
ian Church? To embody Christians — to 
associiite them together ihv greater cf!i- 
ciency, in tlie promolH.in of the objects it 
had in view. 

But what are tluise objects? To exem- 
plify Jesus Christ;— to do this byuieans of 
the exemplilication and application of the 
doctrines of Christ to all the practical busi- 
ness relations of life. 

" What, theij, are the conditions of mem- 
bership.'' 

" Primarily — that faith which gives 
the victory over the world — that faith which, 
working by love, purifies the heart, and 
transforms it from a selfishness to a benevo- 
lence like God's. This faith is an efficient 



belief, and a cordial reception of the grea 
doctrines of the gospel. These great doc 
Jrines have their chief glory in the fact tha 
they lay the foundation for a benevolent life 
The business of the Christian is to applj 
then», under all circumstances, and in all th< 
relations of life. Christianity is designee 
— I will even say destined — to elevate ali 
classes of men, however crushed, to the 
dignity of freetnen. The Christian Churct 
is desiiMied to be, in Christ's hand, the in- 
strumcntaliry to raise them uf), and give 
them the rights and blessings of real rnaD-j 
hood. Now, since Christ's }»ersonal advent 
has closed, it is Jhrough the instrumentality^ 
of his Church, that he preaches deliverancel 
to the captive, and the opening of prison 
doors to thb bound and enslaved. This is 
their great m .s-ion. As it was the charac- 
teristic of Chri' i-'s labors, serving to idendfy 
and verify his work, so is it now in the case 
Ol k?s church. Th^v are to be distinguished 
and known R^? the doers ot their iVlasterV 
wm k. 

'*ic foHows that there is no description of 
sin and sorrow which xho Christian Churcb 
is not adapted anrl designed to remove. The 
worst forms of oppression fall most certain- 
ly within the priie'of ils legitimate sphersl 
of relief. | 

"« .shall not stop here to prove that Aiiier-1 
ican slavery is sin. If any body believe* 
that a relation which precludes the Bible- 
wljich nullifies God\s great domestic insti- 
tution, marna^e, — which makes iuan a 
mere chattci- a thiiig of purchase and sale, 
ofdy another species of cattle; if anybody 
i-an believe that a system which does al! 
ibis — and does it legitimately and not mere- 
ly by its casual or incidental actio:.i~ii3 a j 



system, I shall not try to 
convmce him to t!ie contrary. 'I'faerei 
would be sm il! hope of overcoming the ob- i 
tuseness of his moral perceptions. 1' 
slaveholding is not a sin, what isasinr- 
What does the word sin mean.'' What 
amount of outrage upon man's dearest 
rights would be requisite to constitute sin, 
if slavery falls short of this amount? How 
deep a curse must it inflict upon man in all 
his relations, in all his hopes and joys, ia 
all the affections of his heart, in all the as- 
pirations of his being, in order to reach; 
that point of moral turpitude which yon 
might call sin.^ — 
"I think that slavery has done enough— 
always does enough by way of violating 
rights and inflicting wrongs — to justify ^ 
in branding it as one of the most flagrant 
sins ever committed by men or demons. 

"What then is the business of the church 
with this sin ? Just what it is in the case 
of every other sin — to call upon the sixiB«f 
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lorepei:*^ — to insist that he shall 'break oft' 
fet^ins by righteousnossj and his iniquities 
showing mercy to the poor.' 
"But is this what the American churches 
;re in fisct doing in regard to this great 
iiir To ask such a question is to answer 
Alas, that we know the true answer so 
|i\ell. lii one half of the States of our ' 
Ciiioii, the great mass, even of professed 
Chrisiiuns are slaveholders and their apolo- 
[itU. At the North they are in loving fel- 
owshij) with their brethren at the South. 
Inimiiiy cases the same ecclesiastical juris- 
iietioii is extended over the entire Union, 
JJortli and South, and, in other cases, the 
Eonimon sympathy is manifested in associ- 
!tc missionary operations. What is the 

Kiilitudc of the Northern Churches general- 
j towards slavery ? Is.it that of rebuke, 
ifproLC^L? Nay, veril3\ 
Again, what is the political action of the 
hn\\ in regard to slavery? But here I 
be met Vvith the rep iinanding quos- 
ioii— whnt! Do you Iji-ing politics into 
kcluux'h? I answer, politics arc in the 
iirh already, and will remain in it; so 
|ht the only question is, shall they be 
piri.-liaii [)oli!.ics or Anti-christian 
"Christianity is destined to mould all the 
tnvcriimeuts of the earth and hv'nvj; theiii 
|ori:;!)'u;()U;sHess, so as to secure thedeiiv- 
:niiicf' of the o[>presscd. *Power belongeth 
iiiioGot!,' and Me gives it to the rulers to 
rnnnU; ihc ends of righteousness and not 
iiiiiinirliLcousness. As ccrtainlv therefore, 
tianit.y is destined to control the 
!iiiii>trY and the churches, it is destined t f 
oiitiol liorli church and state and bring 
liC"!! to righieous action. Alas for the day 
religion shall be divorced from hu- 
iisiiiity and morality ! 

the political power of the churcl* 
fi^ltiod, at the ballot-box, for the purpose 



a brow of brass th it fear - not to confront 
such Christianity as that of our American 
churches; and now the great question 
comes CO a practical issue. Shall the Chris- 
tianity of our country be corruj)ted perpet- 
ually ? Shall it remain for indeiinite ages 
connected with this enormous sin. How 
much longer shall the simple testimony of 
her Master's gospel against this great sin 
be withheld.?'' 

"in 1769, Samuel Hopkins, pastor of a 
church which comprised not only slavehold- 
ing but African slave-trading members, 
proclaimed this very doctrine, and demand- 
ed in the name of God and of Christ that 
a discipline worthy of a God of purity, 
worthy of one who befriends the oppres- 
sed and abhors the oppressor, should be 
enforced in his own church; and so power- 
ful were his appeals, that in his Congrega- 
tional church the question was settled right- 
eously. Is it then too early now to agitate 
this same ([uestion? Afier a Belhimy and 
an Edwartls and a Hopkins have s})oken. 
are we indeed too 
nuich excite;! ? Is it too 

our own churches now 

? 



position of a Hopkin.- 



nasty, too headlong, too 
much to ask that 
should take the 
For twenty long 
years our country has been agitated on this 
subject; for twenty years a few conscienti- 
ous spirits have borne their testiinony 
against slavery backed, up by a series of 
Divine providences, almost as signilicant 
and monitory as the })1 agues on Egypt, all 
rebuking our nation's sin, and revcaiin<'' 



our Christian duty; — and is it yet too early 
for effective actioi).'' 

" IVhat are the responsibiHlies of indi- 
vidual Chri^ians? i camiot now discuss 
this topic as its great importance demands, 
ft opens the whole question of church rela- 
tion and church discijdine. 

"ff the responsibilities of the Christian 
Mii ti; dio end of M)reaking every yoke and ! church rest wholly upon her prelates, or 
«!in,i; the oppressed go free.^*' Theques-| upon the church in her official capacity, as 
"' ^ " ' ' Wm. Jay holds, then may the individual 

conscience of the private member be at 
rest, if it be true that the church — the 
one only church under her prelates of the 
apostolic succession — is the only jrate to 



1011 su Ingests its answer. You all know it 
wiohio l for other, if not opposite cndvs; 

too often to elevate those who are op- 
ffssors of the poor. If the slaveholder 
oppressor, so is also the man who 
Ij''* hiin i "to office and power, and both 
"'^'^ should be called on by the church to 
^P'-iit. Christianity therefore makes its 
,?flmigs phiin on this point. British 
""relies scrupled not to exhort their mejii- 
Fs to wield their influence against West 
Slavery. Shall American churches 
^igidnst slavery.? 
"f^ut this document now before us looks 
''recession. Ought it not do so? Consid- 
^^ne ease. Two hundred years duration 
Hidurated slavery—has hardened its 
•^ft aud stifiened its neck, and given it 



heaven, then let no man secede, on pain of 
forfeiting his title to heaven, if personal 
responsibility devolves only on the Gene- 
ral Assembly, Conference, Presbytery, 
Consociation, or Church session, then we 
come substantially to ti'ie position of Jay, 
and individual consciences rnay throw off 
responsiiiility upon the associate body, and 
upon the constituted authorities; but if 
responsibility rests on the membership of 
the church — on each individual member — 
then we come to a very different conclu- 
sion. Then, let each member beware 
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. DEUATE ON CHUKCH COMMUiN'ION WITH 
Sl-AVEtlY, 

The IJoport of C. 13. Boynton being still 
under discussion, llov. A. C. Hand, Wes- 
leyan, of New Vurk, saici: 

"Stce.ssion froin a |)ro-sh\vcry church is 
demanded in either of these ea.sos: 

"J. Wlien .slavery in the church rcfjuircs 
us to ]}raetice what God ir- hi.s Word for- 
bids; or 

"2. To omit what God in his 'Word enjoins; 
151 cither ca-o, wo are bound to c 'Uie out 
from such a church or ecclesiastical body, 
acting under such pro-slavery influence." 

"Now all ])ro-slavery churches impose 
one requisition which God's Word forbids 
— tliiit is, to 'eat with extorfioners.' God 
says, Ve shall not; Slavery and pro-slavei-y 
chart; lies say, Ye shall. 

"For, if there v/as ever an extortioner 
under heaven, the slaveholder is he. If 
there be any giant in extortion— if there be 
any one who has reached the climax of ex- 
tortion, it is he who wrests everything dear 
from his brother man and who leaves him 
uotfiing; who docs this, not for a day, but 
for a life-time — nay, for the life-time of all 
his posterity, with no limit set in mercy or 
justice to his extortion. 

"Every church requires ull her members 
to come to her connnunion table; and of 
course if she admits the extortionist slave- 
holder there, she requires you to cat with 
ifun; and God forbids it. Which will you 
obey ? 

'^'Let it not be said that this respects a 
common meal and not the table of the Lord; 
for even if this be admitted, how much 
stronger, and not weaker, does the argu- 
ment become! If you may not eat at the 
commonest meal with a character so detes- 
table as the extorting slaveholder, can you 
suppose that God will sulTeryou to sit with 
him at the holy table of his crucified Son? 

"Another point. Slavery requires 'fel- 
iowaship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness.' God forbids it, saying expressly, 
'Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove 



The decisio 

lurns upuii the relations and duties of 
Christian church and of its mcmbeiv 
What are they ? Obviously, her duties ai 
to rebuke all iniquity; to sustain no sin; 
make herself 'fair as the sun,' and thereii 
'terrible as an army with banners.' 

"How shall she perform these dutie^ 
One means is discipline. Of this we ha ' 
a. case in I Cor. 5. Incest was in tb 
^church. God, through his servant Pai 
bade tnem cast it out. But a minority cafl 
not discii)rme. Thay have one other altei 
native — one only way of reaching the saiii 
object, and of at least washing their o\v 
hands of the sin — namely, secession. Thft 
can come out from a corrupt church, anj 
thus bear their testiiiiony against her col 
ruptions. j 
'-But my Presbyterian brother plea^ 
that he is :iot resj)onsible for the slaver^ 
sustaining action of the General Assembl] 
them.' If there be any works, justly styled Suppose the Assembly had done sonienc 



nc 

a sin-sustiiiuin 



pressed. Here a pro-slavery church forbif 
what God requii*es: shall we obey th 
church, or God? To obey God, demanc 
secession from the control of such a chuicl 
'Ye cannot serve God and Maninioi 
can ye serve both God ai 
church. 

"I regard our church action as more ini 
portant than our political; right nioraiac 
tion nuist precede right political actior 
Pro-slavery laws proceed from pro-slaver 
legislatures; |)ro-slavery legislatures at 
!:;a{l8 by a pro-slavery })ublic sentimcn 
j)ro-slavery public sentiment owes its ciiif 
.-upport to a pro-slavery clergy; a pro-sh 
very clergy take their position from pr( 
slavery 'I'lieological Seminaries and thei 
pro-slavery Prolcssors; and together the. 
constitute ;i chain of pro-slavery powo 
which, by the help of God, a rcforniatoi 
church must rciid into fragments and set 
t(3r to the wind, as she would save lierae 
from hopeless moral corruption, and it 
race from the interminable curse of opprei 
&ion." 

The same subject being still uaderdi 
cussion, Rev. John G. Fee, of Kcntuckj 
said : 

"The great question is, whether a mai 
being a member of a slavhokiinjr church, 
responsible for that sin. 



'unfruitful works of darkness,' they are 
those of slavery. With slavery then God 
says — Have no fellowship; but each slave- 
holding church gainsays what God requires 
and bids you commune where God forbids. 

"Again, the Methodist Conference of 
1836 forbade all consideration and all ac- 
tion on this agitating subject of slavery; 
but God requires us to open our mouth for 
the dumb, and plead the cause of the op- 



ble deed; you take to yourself great pr^a 
for this. Why.? Were you there. IN* 
only by representation. The principle ot 
tains that what one does by another he dtx 
himself. If this applies to their good at 
noble acts, why not equally to their vvickf 
and ignoble acts.? Why not their pro-fil 
very j)usition and action?" 

Dr. Brisbane in a few vyords, said: 
"The difficulty in this question lies Q 
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j its logic, but in the affections of our 
sarts. These affections bind us with 
ron"" and temier ties to the Church of our 
Ihristian birth. Wc love the church in 
fbicli we were spiritually born. It beconses 
eedful for us to feel that we must hate 
ither and mother, wife and children, i£ 
te would follow Christ. A deep consci- 
usness within my soul testifies that I love 
ay church more than father or mother — 
EOie than wife or children. Hence the 
jreat trial of coming out, even i'ov the 
ake of bearing testimony for my Lord 
i^ainst sin. j 
"But 1 protest. I am not a seccdcr from 
tie church, but from her corruptions. I 
lecedo, not from the church as Ood made 
jt, but from the church as man has corrupt- 
iiiit. In the church of my Lord I still 
ibide. When my church deliberately and 
lersistenily gives her hand of feilow-ship to 
k sin of siavcryj I withdraw my hand 
rom the transaction — I can give no fellovv- 
ihipto the deed — I pre test and secede from 
ler corruptions." 

The same subject being resumed on Sat- 
irday morning, Rev. John Rankin of 
Dliioj addressed the Convention : 

"Many conscientious people seem to 
^ink that schism is wicked, and that every 
ca.«of withdrawing from a nominal church 
bwever corrupt, is schism. If a body 
bthe organization and form of a church, 
you cannot secede from it without incurring 
tiiefi[reat guilt of schism. 

"Such persons might be relieved some- 
«batby considering that the scriptural idea 
of schism is not secession from a body be- 
cause of its corruption; but division in a 
l)od}'— factions and parties within a church 
-got up for selfish purpo es, on the spur 
iif party feeling; for such were the schisms 
Jihich Paul rebuked in the church at Cor- 
"ith. hi such schisms there is of course 
Wong on one side, and perhaps on both. 

"Hut leaving one branch ui' the Chun h 
'orvHiid reasons and organizing or joinin« 
J"f|ther, is nor schism. Se«^ession from a 
Wy is a different thing from a quarrel 
W'liliin a bofly. Secession has shown it- 
'f" to he the friend and noi ihe eneojy ol i 
J5'ch purity. The church has lived; por- j 
^O'jof her noiTiinal body have kept them-l 
i^'vp.s iiurt', and thus the pu-ity of Christ'^j 
['"'ifch oti eartii has hetn pioaiKitd by se-j 
je^^Aiot). The whole ran^e of church his- I 
'''0'; since the api s-tolic ajie, j.rf^sents noil 
J^jpure chureh which is not a seceding' 
Hv. Ti,e tiefoniiers of Luther's d,iy, i 
J^fe all speeders. Thft puritans of a later i 
The real puj'ifrtws of t very j 
b ive maintained the character which 
""e name denotes by means of secession, 
iji a singular but well-attested fact 



that no corruj)t church has been reformed. 
The world tnay be reformed by conversion; 
and individuals in a corrupt chutch may 
be reache<l and reclaimed; but the facts of 
all history attcs^t that the only way to save 
a pure church out of a corrupt one is by 
secession. The pure withilraw, a few oth- 
ers may be reclaitned by conversion; but 
the carruiit mass is mcurable. 

''Of this fact the Catholic church in this 
coutitry is an il ustration. . She Crin with- 
stand all the lijiht of ihe nineteenth century 
— al. the moral power of AtnericatJ Protes- 
tanism; only a very few of her memb rs 
are rea.;heil; the nuiss are incurahly ^om. 
Pbiy class of facts should be well consid- 
Ccd by thosj who decry seccession. Se- 
cesftion, however much some may decry it, 
has aKva>s l>een the salvation of the real 
Church of Je^us. 

"Another remark. Those who say most 
against secession, are always happy* to re- 
ceive Sec<2di. rs. They object viiulently to 
secession y?*07n their own church; ihey have 
open hearts and hands to welcome seced- 
ers their own body. The Old School 
Presbyterians and the I'apiists may bfr 
specified. They fully admit the principle 
that secession from a less pure to a more 
pure chutcb is right, if not even obligatory. 
Hence they hail with special welcome those 
who secede from their less pure neighbors 
10 their own more pure fraternity. Thus 
each c un h endorses the pri: ciple of se- 
cession. Let them beware how ihey decry 
what they themselves sanctify in thi ir own 
admissions and practice. Let them not as- 
ume to be the oaly and the universal judg- 
e^i of church purity. There are ri- hts of 
individual conscience, and it would not be 
a hopeless task to prove that they obtain in 
the very ground coveretl by th s ques ion 
of secession. Plainly each inan must judjje 
for himself which is the purest church, and 
in general,^ it is his manifest duty to he a 
ine.A her of that church, which he judges to 
be nearest the standard ot perfect purity. 

"Thu«, as An'i-Slavery Reforrtie-s, we 
leave a church less pure for one more pure, 
exercising in this act a rif^ht of conscience 
which fio Lvangelical Protestant can for a 
moment question. 

"But some doubt and others deny the 
power of seceiiing members to nrj^anize 
into a^church. Bur, in rt.-y belief, ifu l/sxiy 
of Christian mm, hiymjn, were to organ- 
ize tht instlves into a chutch in China"^ in- 
de])endent of any fureign sanction or aid, 
they would be just as good a church as if 
constituted by a bis op. All ihe Proies- 
tesiant churches in this country were origi- 
nally independent and i?elf-constiiuted. — 
Such was the Presbyterian church, now so- 
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strenuous for adhesion — so rigid against 

'4int whence their claim of authoritj' in 
this matter? They are indeed many, nnd 
the anii- slavery si;ceders may he Tew. Yet 
live hiii;dre(! ihnusand men have no more 
power to sanctify .sin than one man j»Jone 
has. lo shivery any the less a sin, hecan.nc 
a great and numerous ho(iy see fit to en- 
dorse it as no har to eommunioti and church 
fellowt-hip.'' What rijjht have they to 
brand all who seceo'e fro.n them as sehi.^- 
l^atlc^.'' They have violated one of the 
niost clear a'ld decisive points of the divine 
law, and in so doing they compeUed ur- to 
secede. They brought the siav( hoider in- 
to our pulpits, into our eldership, aroumJ 
onr eiitnmunion table; they maintain that 
slavery is a scriptural ins itution, saneliorieti 
and net CDndemned by G-o<l; and .'^hall we 
have no right to protest against such aboin- 
inabie !iere?y - t?uch a palpable s^n? Dr. 
.Ho(i.t^€ uf Pt inceion says — Sluveholditu is 
consistent with chi istian character and pro- 
fession, with justice and jru rcy, with right- 
eousness-', equ.ty and love to 0(/<l and mavt. 
A large number of Old school jninister.s at 
ihis moment rriaintain the siune sentiments. 

.Last reason, i visircd Chester Co., Fa. 
On July 4, 1850, I listened to a pastor and 
!earn<:d Dr. there, who laborei! to prove 
that Amor c;ia Slavery is ;i Bii)!e insiitu- 
tiun. He hasdriven nio tof hisown me.-n- 
bers from his churclr, and inlidobry is per- 
fectly rampant in the bounds of his congre- 
gation. 

"Sm-ely Rome never did worse. Rome 
never taiu^ht a fouler doctrine than this— 
that you may buy a man, and doom him fur 
life to raise your hemp and tobacco for his 
peck of corn a week, and take his offspring 
from before his eyes and doom them to 
stalls where human cattle are sold tn the 
highest bidder, and forbid their !)eing taught 
to read God's Book, and all this no sin! all 
this g-oofZ Christian conduct' all this, to 
be justified as a Bible insiitution, a:,d as 
good christian church living! 

"So long as you remain in such a church 
you give to her your talents, influence and 
power. You endorse all her aborniniitionsj 
you arc "partaket of her sins." 

'♦I could not suppose it possible that any 
Christian man could sanction the Fugitive 
Slave Law, hut 1 hod that many professed 
Christian men can. It were well that we 
should consider the horrible wickedness of 
this law. It allows a petty officer of the 
United States to come and seize a poor 
colored man and drag him off to the South- 
ern prison-house; his wife and children ton; 
and not content with this, it will fine a man 
:$2O0O, for rendering the least aid or as- 




sistance t j the fugitive. Let me allude t 
a case which occurred a evv years since i 
Ripley. A poor colored maneatnetber 
— his head mangled and bleeding. H( 
tidd his story. He had been, wiih leave, tc 
vir,it his v.'ife, and ha-d been guiliyofth( 
sin of (staying too lou'j, and of reiurninj 
too late. For this ha had been beaienever 
to the danger of his life. Fresh in hisgon 
ho fle;d, reached the river, and made in 
passage. Near the river's bri.'ik my litilf 
daughter met him. Trembling with leat 
and almost perishing with himger, lor he 
had scarcely tasteil ..food for sorvie days, he 
seemed involuntarily to yield ro despair" 
<M may as well die, said he, as live. I wi! 
drown myself here? for if I go back my 
self, master will whip mo to.death. 1 hav 
not the least mercy to expect from him." 

"Now I need not tell you that the bear 
of my little daughter i pitied ihis f'^rion 
fugitive. She brought him to my hoiisi 
and spread our table before him. He lue 
iho welcome of pitying hearts untJeroui 
roof. But if the 'Fuijitive LavvMiad been 
in force then, I ini;;hc, despite of niy pov. 
erty and old age, have been fined $2000^ 
;vnd costs to the anuiunt of another thou^' 
and, even though this would have strippet 
me of ail and more than all .1 have on earth 
Such mi^ht, and such by this Fugitiv( 
Law, would have been my penalty ibi 
obeying the law of my Cod and the dicta 
tes of my conscience.. Yet even in thii 
year of our Lord 1^51, the New Schoo 
General Assembly refuse to speak out liiif 
say anything concerning this Law! N( 
protest hav.. they to make against a la\vs( 
impious towards God; so inhuman and un 
just towards inen! What a way-mark i| 
this by which to register the horrible de' 
generacy of that body ! A few years sincf 
they must h ve spoken. They couM no 
have remained silent. Yet let us not great 
ly wonder, for our Bible has tolii us tl.a 
'^vicked men and seducers wax worse aw 
worse." Men who admit and'adopt a timd 
serving policy, can never predict whatdej 
maods it may make, nor bow feeble the^ 
may become towards resisting those de^ 
mauds. I can give you the name of a ma^ 
who, fifteen years ago, braved his way witfi 
a martyr's spirit through the mobs of ihj 
Anti-Slavery conflict. Then his name ha 
power, and men well knew where to m 
him; but in an evil day he decided to remaii 
with the New School body. Of cours( 
since that day, he has only moved w«i£ 
their motion; his power is gone; nobodj 
cares to know his moral position, and no 
body feels any influence from him. Mora 
heroism, once made him strong; but a timit 
and fearful conservatism has shora nim o 
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;bst^tr(-iigt,Ii.. so tliiU iiow "none so poor j! 
jjto do biin revercnco.'' I 
j;S,>ol'ihe Ch"iiiiuoih<3 Presh;^ rery— once 
[;]!, and ff^anMi; now reirogrnde — fallen 
[j^jf',; on tho (iiitl-plute uf moral position 
iiiorfi ih^if^ t^'f; ten tiegrecs as on the dial of 
[\ii!iZ. As v\ lieu v;e are on the rail-cars j 
bd bofit;--) ^*iels the iriotion, hut each j 

kinks t!i:i world is moving the other way; i 
nthase who arc in dis;3e great bodies^ will j 
joiifidue 1.0 recede vyiih the retrograde mo- j 
iofi of die body, unconscious to themselves i 
13th of iheir motion and of their real I'Gs'i- j 
m. 

"There is therefore no'safety but in se- 
mon. What would you think of a Tem- 
lerance lecturer, who should in^struci; his 
onverts to frequent the same doggprie^', 
lingh; in rhe same society, keep up fall the 
!(1 associations constantly as ever? is this 
ie wiy to save men from alcohol? Does 
Ota!! die world know that secession frotn 
rii-floprs is the only hope of the reclaimed ? 
■'lius Christ sou !iht to reform men, by draw 
ihci^i r>ut of their corrupt associations 
iiiil fislieri churches. And, surely if men 
jowMvouitJ act rationally, they would step j 
atof lliKS!} bodies, from a position of mo-i 
ilweikii; s> into one of mora! strenjjtb. I 
i5tthi)si^ who would bo pare * come out i 
E'.l by sf'[)arate, and touch not the unclean ! 
ling;' and let the imiiure contaminate only 
;cl]n!ii:.T — rot f.oj?eiher." ! 
ilr. Nevin, of Cleveland, continuing the } 
kripiioiij said—" Thertj are two points I 
fityet distinctly adverted l:o on this ques- 
3a f'f separation and secession: ' 
I. F/v-ery church atlvocates and acts upon 
i^'iinciple. All Presbyterians, both Old 
siiooi and New, proclaim the doctrine of 



nan-fellowship vi^ith evil-doers. Wiih all 
gati.blers, horse-racers, drui;kards — with 
men of corrupt doctrines, they refuse to hold 
fellowship, in our nation aro from seventy 
to one hundred various Christian denomina- 
tions; yet all ajjree in the principle of non- 
fellow-ship with what they deem flag- 
rant wickedness. Hence the question 
before the churches is not that of non- 
ftrllovvship with evil-doers; for on this point 
all agree; but it is this— Shall we wUhhold 
fellowship from the majority? Suppose the 
t)Uu<ifed are in sin and the one is not in sin; 
the many may cofnpel the one to secede, or 
they cast him out ; but the one cannot dis- 
cipline the hundred; all he can do is to 
withdraw. Shall he do this? 

"2. When we speak oi' leaving the 
Church, we should be careful what language 
we use. I do not think I am a seceder, or 
ought to be calit'ci a seceder, because F come 
out of a certain eccle-iastical connexion; 
and I tliink I can prove it. - 

'i'lie Old^ School Idpctrine^up to J318 
Wcif., ihtit slaveholders are rnansieaiers, and 
anionic Uie most flaijrant ofitiulers. This: 
urns PresbyrvriuJiism. ! hoM that it i§ 
Piesbvltt iairi--i)i now. 

For what coiistituie-? ?he iPreshytcrian 
Church ?^;; IVot the Gcnfral A^'^embly; not 
the Doctors of Divinity: but the standards 
— tlie doctrines;— so Ji>ai J um more a Pres- 
hyierian thuh ihey, because rriore near to 
the true staiidards. i have simf)!y i-ei-uiraled 
from th'^ corrupt sections cf the PresByte?^ 
ian Church, aiu! have thereby brought my- 
into closer C(jn)munion with the jrreat whole 
— with the masses of Presbyteriima in Scot- 
land and in Canada.'* 



